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the doctrine of Juſtification n 

an imputed righteouſneſs, which I take to 
be the principal « characteriſtic of the true 
doctrine of the grace of Gop, the pecu- 
liar excellence and glory of the Goſpel, 
and contribute my weak endeavours for 
directing both Saints and Sinners to make 
a proper improvement of it, was my de- 
ſign in publiſhing the few reflections on 
that important ſubject that are contained 
in the following Discouxs x. 
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Those ho impugn a PEA 8 : 


95 ſubvert this fundamental Article of the 
Chriſtian Faith, as too many, particularly 


ſome modern Arminians, do in our day, 


attempt to rob our bleſſed Redeemer of 
the brighteſt diadem in his mediatorial - 


crawn, and to obliterate the memory of - 
that glorious Name by which it was fore- 


told, long before his Incarnation, that he 


ſhould be called, eſpecially under the New 


Teſtament oeconomy, Jenovan OUR RIGH= 
TEOUSNESS (a). They alſo do the greateſt 


| injury to the church and people of Gon, 
0 by doing what they can to ſap the very 


foundation of their faith, hope and com- 
fort, and deprive them of that which is 

the 2 ground of their confidence before 
Gov, and of all their pleas j in Prayer, But | 
their ſacrilegious attempts have hitherto 


proved vr unſucceſsful, and ever ſhall, 


. 


(a) Jer. xxili. 5. N 
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PREFACE 


1 that renowned chanpicn for _ 
WT the goſpel, did on a certain 
occaſion expreſs himſelf i in the following 
manner. I MaxTiN Lornzx, an un- 
00 worthy preacher | of the Goſpel, and 
* ſervant of our Lord Jesus Cukier, aſ- 

| 1 ſert and firmly believe, That this Arti- 
OM: cle of Juſtification by faith without 
« the works of the law, is what neither 
« Cæsan, Turk, nor Tartar, nor the Pope, 
* & with all his Cardinals, Biſhops, Prieſts, 


ce Monks or Nuns, &c. nay, nor ALL 
* Taz Devits, ſhall ever be able to over- 
« bro (d). What the Pope, Cardinals, 
n Prieſts and their auxiliaries, ter 5 
reſtrial or infernal, could never accompliſh, | 
I am confident none of our modern eri- 
ene een [088 
5 wa i Gt Gan 
Great Is this truth and will pid 9 
Wherever the Golpe mall be you 
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on earth; and through eternity it will be 


2 to the end of time, this will 
make a part, a diſtinguiſhed part, of i it. 
The Redeemer's Name, as Tux Lonp ou 
| RIGHTEOUSNESS, will ever be remembered 


©), acknowledged and gloriedi in by believers 


4 


| celebrated i in the ſongs of the redeemed in 
heaven. The ancient prophecy, Jer. xxiii. 
6. has only a partial accompliſhment in 
the church militant below ; it will have 


its principal, its full and moſt glorious ac- 


compliſhment i in the church triumphant, 
above. 5 aj by 7; e 


4 ” — 


That FY light of the Goſpel, in -theſe 
latter ages, may ſhine with ſuch a refut- 
gent- ſplendour as will diſpel all the miſts 


of error, hereſy and ſophiſtical reaſonings 
againſt the truth; that the purity of gof- 
pel doctrine, which too many who bear 


the name of Proteſtants have long endea- 
youred to obſcure and pervert, may. be re- 
ftored 3 in all the churches; that, wherever 


| it 
(e) Palm xlv. 15, 
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The PREFACE, A 
with the demonſtration, efficacy and ener- 
gy of the Holy Spirit, and thus be the 

rod of the Redeemer's flrength for ſubject- 
ing a people to himſelf ; and that by it be- 
liever's may be built up in their moſt holy 
faith, is the earneſt deſire and prayer of, 
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ISAIAH LIv. 17. 


— - Their righteoyeſs is of Me, e 
1 % 53 the Long. | 


I 


encouraging promiſes made to the church 

and people of Gov, which, though they 

inight be primarily deſigned for the comfort of 
the Jewiſh captives in Babylon, and partly ful- 
filled in what Gop did for them after their re- 
turn to their own land, ſeem to have had'a ſpe- 


cial reſpect to the Goſpel-chutch that was to be 


erected among the Gentiles after the coming of 
the Meſſiah. Accordingly they ate ſo interpreted 
by the Apoſtle Paul in 1 to the Gala- 
tians (a). 

In the beginning of the chapter we have a 


glorious prophecy of the erection and enlarge- 
ment of Caz1sT's kingdom among the Gentiles 
in the laſt days. It is foretold that more ſhould 
be the children of the deſolate, than the children of 


the married wife; that believers, the genuine 
children of the church, ſhould be more numerous 


4 (s) Gal. iv, 26, 27, ; 


HIS chapter contains many gracious and 
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8 En 2 Gentiles, hel little Ader ar had ions > 
| been baren and without any breaſts, than ever 
they were among the Jews, whom Gop had for 
many ages owned a ſpecial and conjugal relation 
to, ver. 1. It is further intimated, that after 
the coming of the Meſtab the church Thould be 
ſo wonderfully enlarged by the acceſſion of Gen- 
tile ſinners to her communion, and {9 highly. fa- 
voured by God, that her numerous offspring, 
her proſperous condition, and the manifold — 
bleſſings beſtowed upon her, would be more 


than ſufficient to wipe off the reproach ſhe hq 


r my * 
$% 


"FOE 


ſoken and grieved i in pirit, and like q wife of ob 
chat is refuſed, or aged by her ae 
| And, to correct a miſtake the Was very read read 
fall into during her afflict ion, it is allo 1 ea ed 
to her, that, however Gop had ſeemed to delert 
ber, caſt her off, and drop all gracjous cor- 
reſpondence ' with her for a time, the relation be- 
ryeen him and her. ſtill ſübſiſted; that he ill 
owned her as bis ſpouſe, and had the ſame . 
and affection for her as before, ver. 26. 


In the ſubſequent part of the chapter me — 

ſome great and precious promiſes, deſigned for 
the encouragement of the church, and particular 

| believers, in eyery period, eſpecially when, = 

are in a deſerted, diſtreſſed, and diſconſolate 

condition; expoſed to manifold dangers, and 


to the aſſaults of ſtrong and PRETTY, ene 
Here we have, 
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Tertion, ver. 9, 85. 


A ptomiſe of cheteontauance:of lis favour 
_ andlovieg-kindaeſs.towards them, notwithſtand+ 
unworthi- 
nels, and ſinfulneſo, ver. 9, 10. This ig at the - 


ing all their failings and infirmities, 


Waters of Moab unto me fer as I baue ſuurn that 
the:waters of Noah ſhould nd more go over the earth; 
Jathave ſworn, that I would nat be wroth with thee, 


the bills be removed, but my; kindueſs ſpall not depart 


from bes, neither ſpall: the covenant of my peace be 
removed, ſaith: the Tony that bath mercy: on thee, 


The: promiſe.of Gop mage-to his people, would 


_ deliverance from wrath, and all the effects of his 


vindictive, anger, notwithſtanding: their many 
Gaful .inficmities, and the remainders of ſin in 
their ſouls: . but in condeſcenfion to their weak- 
neſs, and for tha further confirmation of their 
faigh, he has added. co it his oath. Thus ) 2e 
immutable things, in which it is impoſſible for Gon 
ta lie, they may have ftrone conſolation, wha have fied 


far refuge 19 lay bold upon the hope ſet before them (a), 
or, who by believing the promiſe of pardon and 


ſalyation through Cn is r, addreſſed to ſinners 


in the Goſpel, have obtained an b in his 


1 5 righteouſneſs. 8 4 
Gov. aſſures his people, that though their Fri 


i was liable to many changes and ſad de- 
B 2 . cays, 


0% Heb, vi, 18. 


eee Gop's gracious return t 
42 after a dark ee eee of de- 
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5 he would'neyer take his love from them: 


that though they might not at all times be pri- 
vileged with the manifeſtation of it, or ſenſible 
tokens of it, it would ſtill be the ſame in itſelf, 


the ſame under the moſt afflictive and trying diſs 


penſations they might meet with; and that how- 
ever they might deal treacherouſly and break 
covenant with him, he never would retract his 
promiſe, or break covenant with them. He in- 
timates to them, that as he ſet his love upon 
them without regard to any merit or worthineſs 
in them, he would in the ſame manner execute 
all the deſigns of his love upon them, ren 
neee | 
3. We have the promiſe of a glorious Aae. 
ance from all their troubles and afflictions, ſor- 
rows and diſcouragements, ver. 1, 12. Oh 85 | 
afflified,' toſſed with tempeſts, and not comforted ; be- 
bold, I will lay thy flones with fair colours, Kc. 
This promiſe is ſometimes in part fulfilled to 
| believers in this world, when, after they have been 
exerciſed with many and grievous afflictions, ha- 
raſſed with violent temptations, and plunged into 
horrible depths of diſcouragement and deſpond- 
ency, Gop works a gracious deliverance for them, 
and reſtores them to a ſtate of peace, tranquil- 
lity, proſperity and joy; but it will be fully ac- 
compliſhed to them in the other world, when 
all tears ſhall be wiped away from their eyes, 
wt: 2 final period pur to all their forroms.” 


4. We. 


ah imputed Right te — 0 
| wy We have a promiſe ee ad A 
inftenlidonz wir 13. And all thy children Half "be 


than a promiſe of external teaching by word and 
ordinances, ſermons and ſacraments, namely, a 
promiſe” of internal and ſupernatural teaching. 
As the people of Gov, while they are in this 
world, are like diſeaſed perſons in an hoſpital, 
and need ſtill to be under the care of the great 

. Phyſician; they are alſo like young children at = 
ſchool, beginning to learn, and therefore need 
ſtill to receive new inſtructions from the great 


faugbt of the Lox b. This is ſomething more 7 


Prophet. Gov not only teaches his people in a 


ſaving manner at firſt converſion, but gives them 
new leſſons and inſtructions from time to time, 
during their ſtate of minority in this world; and 
they are moſt likely to grow in ſpiritual know- 

ledge who are moſt ſenſible of their own igno- 
Trance, and moſt frequent in their applications to 
him whom God hath appointed to be the Teacher, 
as well as the Steward of his family; who, like 
Mary, ſit at his feet and hear his words; and 
whoſe, daily prayer, the prayer of each for him- 
ſelf, is, That which. 1 ſee not, teach thou me (a.) 


Teach me thy ſtatutes. (dee. fn a" _ Þ 


way of thy precepts (b). - ? 
5. God promiſes to bleſs his people, thoſe this | 
are} boon in Zim with peace; Great, ſhall be the 
peace of thy children. Peace is the privilege. of 
all true believers. Being juſtified ” faith, they - 
B 3 | have 
60 Job xxxiv. 32. (5) Pſalm cxix. 12, 27. 


„ en ae 


have peace avith gy ea e 
Ongisr. They ſeldom have peace wich the 
world, or in it; we mean outward. peace ; burn 


ey are bleſſed with an inward and -ſpirieudt 

When faith is in lively exerciſe, they 
| a 44x a ſweet peace within as n outward 
troubles can deprive them of, or even diſturb. 
This is a peace that no man, no tribulation or 


perſecution, can take from chem. Hence the 


people of Gop have often enjoyed the greateſt 
degree of it when they were expoſed, to. the moſt 
grievous ſufferings for che name of Chatsr. It 
is a; great, an abundant peace; for it is peace 
with Gop, peace with conſcience, and peace with 
all rhe creatures: of Gop : ſuch as the: beaſts of : 
the earth, and the ſtones of the field, which the 
godly ate {aid to be in league with (a). It is a 
peace which comprehends all good, and is un 
earneſt of everlaſting happineſs and glory. 

6. Another promile here made to the people 
of God, is the promiſe of a happy eftabliſhmenr 
namely, in the poſſeſſion of all thoſe gracious 
privileges which he has been pleaſed to confer 
upon them; In righteouſneſs Pult thou bt efta- 
bliſbed, &c. ver. 14. When GOD dhe, his 
church, he muſt alſo efabliſþ her; eſtabliſh her 
in that happy ſtate he has brought her into, and 
in the enjdyment of her ſpiritual privileges; 
er * woukd _ ve ere eee A 

| ee 


” | 0 Job v. 23, 


eee hee bc. 7 
eee ben Gen bravghaDenil 


out of 2be borrible pit, and miry clay, and ſet bis | 


feet upon 4 roct, he alſo eftabliſbed bis goings (a). 
When he brings his people into a ſtate of recon- 
ciliation, and favour with himſelf, he eſtabliſnes 
them in ig. He makes them to fand in that - 
graze (v). They are ſo eftabliſhed in it by the 
Ry of his love, covenant, and pro- 
miſes, that they can never loſe their intereſt in 
his favour, or in any of thoſe precious privi- 
leges that they become intitled to by their juſti- 
 kication, and adoption into his family; and far | 
leſs can they ever again become obnoxious to his 
wrath, or fall under the condemnation and curſe 
of a broken law. The righteouſneſs of CAT 
imputed to them is not only a perfe# righteoul- 
nels, to procure their acceptance with Goo; but 
it is alſo an everlaſting righteouſneſs, and. there; 
fore effectually ſecures their continuance in a 
ſtate of juſtification, | It is by the righteouſneſs 
of Car1sT imputed to them that their accept. 
ance with Gov, and all their ſpiritual privileges . 
are ſecured; and it is in the prafice of righ- 
teouſneſs, or by walking with Gop in a courſe of 
holy obedience, that a ſenſe of the divine fayour, | 
and their ſpiritual comforts, are preſerved, ac- | 
cording. to what our Loxp ſays, Jahn we 19 9 
He that hath my commandmente, and keepeth them, 
be it is that loveth ne: and be that loveth me, ſhall | 
ene and 1 will love him, and will © 
B 4 none 
(a) Palm xl. 2. 0) Rom. v. 2. and xiv, 4. 
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they "eftabliſhed. | 


7. Gop further a to acliver kis dae 
Höhn all thoſe fears and terrors that they were 


ſubject to before, during his abſence and the 


hiding of his face, and while he ſaw meet to try 


them with afflictions of various kinds; Tt 
ſhalt bs far from oppreſſion, for thou ſhalt not . 


and from terror, for it all not come near thee. 
When Gov had withdrawn from them, and they 


loſt all comfortable views of his love, every 


thing was apt to intimidate them, and put them 
into a fright. But it is intimated, that after his 
gracious return to them nothing ſhould make 


them afraid; but that a holy compoſure, confi- 


dence and joy in Gop, ſhould take place of all 
thoſe melancholy. ae chat worms þ 
diſquieted their minds. 


Deſerted believers too often, like the wicked, 
fear where no fear is (a), where there is no cauſe 


of fear. When Gop hides his face from them, 
they are apt-to look upon all the troubles, afflic- 
tions, and temptations they are tried with, as in- 
dications of his anger and diſpleaſure againſt 


them, Then every thing burdens and oppreſſes 
them, and fills their minds with fear, But when 


he returns to their ſouls in mercy, and lifts up on 
them the light of his countenance, they are put 


ar from oppreſſion ; from ſuch oppreſſion as was 
9 1 their own | melancholy” and un- 
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_ believing fears. Now being aſſured of i Gop's. 
love to their ſouls, or at leaſt enabled firmly ta 
all thing ſball work together for their good; and 

therefore inſtead of ſinking under their afflictions, 
as they did before; they can make them the mat 

ter of their ſong, ſaying; with David, Thun who 

baſt ſhewed me great and ſore; troubles; ſhalt quicken 
me again; and ſoalt bring me up again from the = 
depths. of the earth; Thou: ſhalt increaſe my great- 
| neſs, and comfort me on every fide (a); and with the 
bleſſed: Apoſtle, Our light afflition, which is but = 
fer moment, 'worketh for us r e gebend 
and eternal weight of glory ( 69 
8. Go -e eee . 5 
miſe of protection amidſt the greateſt dangers, 
and of victory over all their enemies, ver. 16, 
16, 17. Bebold, they ſball ſurely gather together, but 
not by ne: whoſoever ſhall gather together againſt = 
thee, ſhall: fall for thy ſake. — No weapon that. is 
formed againſt thee ſhall proſper, &c. That they 


might know how fate, how happy they were 


under the divine protection, and be aſſured of 


complete victory over all thoſe that ſought to do 


them hurt, Gov: aſſerts his abſolute power o err 


all their enemies, ver. 16. The adverſaries of 

the church are he e compared to the ſmith tba 
blometh tbe coals in the fire, and frameth inſtru- 
ments of wat and miſchief, and to the wafter who 


eee TOs OO ne 
Omen. e 0) cr iv. wh 


x, 


and operations, ſo that they ſnall not be able to 
effect whiat chey intend, or do any thing but 
what he is pleaſed to permit; and he will never 
permit them to hurt, and fat leſs to deſtroy, his 
pbople ; or, in other words, he will never ſuffer 
them to fruſtrate his oi purpoſes and promiſes. 
comfort of the church, is juſt and very native; 
N weapon that is formed againſt thee fall proſper, 
ver. 17. All who form or uſe any weapons 
againſt the church, being wWwholly under the 
power of her Gob and Kro, who has under- 
taken to protect her, and fruſtrate all the malig- 
nant deſigns of her enemies againſt her, it is im- 
poſſible that any of them ſhould proſper. But 
though the enemies of Gop's people cannot pre- 
Vail 16 far as to deſtroy their ſouls, or even hurt 
their bodies, without his permiſſion, perhaps they 
may give a laſting and deadly wound to their 
character by their falſe accuſations, lying re. 
Proaches and calumnies. No, ſaith the Lonv ; 
Nvery rotg us that ſhall riſe againſt ches in judgment, 
_ - tho foals köndemm. The tongue, as well as the 
Ban Of all thine enemies are under my con- 
4 trol, and wholly ſubject to my power; there- 
ohe whey hall not be able tu lurt (hee by the 
du time be fully cleared from all falſe aſper- 
1 ſiofis chrom upon you, and hive: occuſion to 
1 0 e over all n accuſers and enemies.“ 
** T0” 


' through e Nx nö, Re, ie 
| Theipromifes-alteady mentioned are whar be- 

promiſed are-Ttheir-beritage'y and a godMy beri- 
tage they ure for they comprehend all -happi- 
neſs. Hence it is ſuid, $5 ir ib bevirage of dhe” 
ſervants of te Loa D. Aman may make free. 
with his on inheritance; by dlaiming bn 
whatever it oottains, as his on. Thus. believers 


aro warranted to apply ant improve, cam he. 


benefit, and take the mort df all che ipro=” 
miſes formerly mentioned. Third ib beridage-of 
the ſervants of tbe Lond and if t ig they are 
certainly a bleſſed people. it is as f 'Gop had 
ſaid; After wat has been declared concerning; 
<« the great privileges and bleſſings ſecured! to 
my people by the promiſes which L have made 
them, let all judge whether they are nat 4 
„happy people, notwithſtanding the trouble 
. world; and whether, notwithſtanding their 
mean; lo and defpicable condition at preſent, 

I have cauſe to be aſhamed to own: 4 ſpecial | 


relation to them or tliey to be aſhamefl f the 


« ſufferings they are expoſed to in my ſervite??:; 
Should any aft, Why is alk chis good, why are 
all theſe bleſſings projiiſed to a number of n- 
ful and guiſey ereatutes, Who are in themſelves 
as unworthy as any other z yea, ſo unworthy as 
to deſerve nothing but death and wrath, hel 
and damnation? We have a ſatisfying anfwer to 
the queſtion in the words of bur text, dei righ+ 
> 17 n a This 8 gy 


—t 


12 2 f N 
he had ſaid, ee Papa: <P 

great and glorious things for them, and to be- 
4 {tow all theſe precious bleſſings upon them, not 
* on account of any merit or worthineſs in them, 
4 but for the ſake of à righteouſneſs that I have 

<- graciouſly provided for them, and freely made 
er to them. Not only is their ſalvation and 
all their happineſs of me, but that righteouſ- 

* neſs which intitles them to it is alſo of me; 
uit is my free gift to them: N nee 
* it of me, ſaith the Lond. 

By the righteouſneſs of God's 8 (RY * 
me underſtand the righteouſneſs of their cha- 
racer which Go undertook to vindicate, or the 
righteouſneſs of their cauſe which he undertook 
A to plead againſt all their enemies, ſo as to make 
| their innocence and integrity to appear, after all 
the lying accuſations brought againſt them, 
and ſpiteful reproaches caſt upon them by their 

adverſaries. - But, without offering any vio- 
lence to the text, by their righteouſneſs, which is 
here ſaid to be of the Lorp, we may underſtand 
that righteouſneſs by which they are juſtified in 125 
the fight of Goo; chat righteouſneſs which is 
the meritorious cauſe. of all the precious bleſs- 
ings and privileges mentioned in this chapter 
as their heritage, and effectually ſecured to them 
by the promiſe of Goo; that righteouſneſs which 
in other places of ſcripture is called tbe righteouſ- 
weſs of Gov, and the righteouſneſs of faith; and is 
ſaid to be «pon all them that believe, or imputed 
to them for their juſtification, Not only * 
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| "ag FOR Abbt, be 1 ' > 
| the text bear this interpretation, it being as agtee- | 
able tothe grammatical conſtruction of the words 
and ſcope of the place, as any other; but as it 
affords us a plain and eaſy view of the paſſage, | 
we cannot help thinking that it exhibits the true 
ſenſe of the words; and that the Spirit of Gop in- 
tended, by ſpeaking in this manner, to remind his 
people, that the righteouſneſs by whick they are 
juſtified, 'and obtain a kind of legal claim to all 
the bleſſings promiſed in the New Covenant, is 
not a righteouſneſs wrought out by themſelves, 55 
or inherent in them, but a righteouſneſs which 


Gov has in ſovereign mercy provided for them, 
init whilelr they receive Ut him x free pf, ror 


become poſſeſſed of by faith. 1 9 Ke 
Thus the words of our text may be what 

as aſſerting that important and glorious truth, 
which is a fundamental article of the Chriſtian 
faith, the grand characteriſtic of the true doc- 
trine of the grace of Gop, the very ſubſtance and 
marrow of the Goſpel, and that which makes it 
indeed to be good tidings of great joy to all people; 
namely, That finners are juſtified, abſolved from 
the condemning ſentence of the divine law, bind- 

ing them over to eternal death for their ſins, both | 
original and actual; received into a ſtate of fa- 
vour with God, and admitted to the enjoyment of 
all ſpiritual bleſſings and privileges; not for 
their own perſonal merit, for any good done by 
them, or inherent in them, but on account of a 
righteouſneſs which Gop in infinite wiſdom and 
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love has provided for them, which. op, in the 
Frrſon of the Son, wrought out for them, in the 
— natyre,. and which is. brought. near to 
them . il the, Goſpel, ab a gift to be received, by; 
faith. This doctring is. pregnant with comfort 
to bellexers, and lays a foundation, not for ſome. 
fpaſtuating hopes af the divine farous only, but, 


bor the confidence and u afſurange of: faith in 


cheir appraaches, teh. Thee. langwage of faith 
which the, believer, under the influence of the 
Nixine Spirit, is enabled to ſpeak, ſaying Surely, 
in the. Lonp, have. righteouſneſs.(a) 3 and, I will 
make mention of ti righteou/neſs, even af, thine 
) is juſt the echo of the ſoul to the gracious | 
declaration in our text, "WER 6 
qe, /arth. the Lond. 

In theſe words, which. are ſpokep of: ah 
believers, more particularly, we. may, abſerve, 
1. The foundatien..of\ their acceptance with 
Gov, and of all the. gloriqus privileges chat they. | 
enjqy or are iatitled ta- It is 4. righteeu/ne/s 4 
| righteqy dels as andyers all. the demands 
of the divine laws a righteouſneſs with. which 
Gop is well plaaſed.. Man. cannot  be..quſtified 
: before. Gov without a righteouſneſs ; and the 
righteouſneſs on account of which he. is pſtified, 05 
5 be every way perfect; for the perſon. in 
juſtißcation being pronounced rightegus in the 
eye of the law, if Gap ſuould juſtify onę that, is 
en . Ser en eg 

(a) 11 . „ (3) Pram Ix. 36. 


imputation, his judgment would not be accard- 
| i 4 07 eee Sp, ee bs 


5 bene cs T 

3 e of is. 
er for the leaſt tranſgreſtion of it, 

Jes, for the leaſt failure in that —— which 


it requires (e). If therefore Gon ſhould juſtify 
ons. that ig aquperteRily, rightegus, or whoſe righ- 
teguſnels is not commenſurate to all he demands 
of the lay, the ſentence of the. judge and the ſen- 

rence of the law mould be oppolite to each ather, 


ide judge abſo]ving whom. the law condemps, and 
law condemning whom the judge abſolves. 


n this caſe the ſentence paſſed by the one, or the 
other, would be unjuſt; and the ſentence of the 


law. being, alſo rhe ſentence of the  fupreme Judge 
and L.aw-giver,, Gon would. act cantrary 10. his 
on veracity, juſtice. and holineſs; to ſuppoſe 
which would be highly impieus. It is there- 
fore a righteouſneſs every way perfect that is the 
round of a believer's acceptance with Gop, that 


Nate kim with an anſwer to. all accuſations 
and challenges brought againſt him, and on 
which- his claim to ul Gpiricua! bleſſings 4nd pri 
vileges' is founded. | 
2 Wits, obſerve how helievers obrain; or 


we poſſelſad of this. e ANT | 
0 Gal. I James f. 1% 


X * * dn 2 q 1 n 0 6 is M44 c 3 FEY IE : * hs C419 * erer 7 88 * TV * $36 4 
TYPED Gab b \ a Ma * FY ov os : N rene 1. * c : 37. v4 IS, N N o 1 
\ os 3: A : „ 7 , $1 4 Ar 8 + 
: » 2 of by - L s 
| 4 A FL : 4 | j 0 
4 "a, 3 & x , ; £ * F 4 
* "Fo W" 4 4 f J 
4 N ö 4 
* " . 1 A 
l « 
* . 
4 . | 4 
Fd © 4 "1 OG CODY NP . £ t 
% 0 N 
1 i 
9 \ 
4 i 
* 


enn 
1 * V 


Ain of Yeti 
| have it not of themſelves. It is not a wa 
_ neſs wrought out by them or inherent in them, 
but a righteouſneſs which they have of Gop. 
Gov, in the perſon of the Father, deviſed and 
provided it; Gov, in the perſon” 'of the Son, 
wrought it out for them; for he condeſcended to 
be made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem . 
them that were under the law; namely, by fulfil. ' 
lung the law, and ſatisfying offended. juſtice for 
them, and fo bringing in an everlaſting righ- 
teouſneſs for their juſtification. It is alſo thro? 
the gracious operation of the holy Spirit, ena- 
bling them to believe the report of the Goſpel, 
and receive CIS exhibited and freely offered 
to them in it, that they come to be actually poſ- 
ſeſſed ll this e The n | 


_ by 


1 e 
| ſome, Who affirm that in the Goſpel no offers of grace 
are made to finners, But though it would be ealy to 
prove by irrefragable arguments, drawn from the ſacred 
viritings, from the nature of the Goſpel itſelf, and from the 
view that every awakened and ſenſible finner muſt neceſ- 
farily have ofthe matter, when he firſt believes on Can 
for juſtification and ſalvation, that this is a very great 
N miſtake, we ſhall at preſent only refer the objeftors to a paſ- 

ſage in the New Teſtament, John vi. 32. where our Lozp, 
ſpeaking of himſelf and the benefits of redemption, declares 
that they were given by the Father to thoſe who were then 
hearing him, many of whom never truly believed in him. 
Gwoeth there is doubtleſs equivolent to offereth and is. a much 
Aronger expreſſion. . Should any be ſtill ſo wedded to their 
own opinion as not to reckon this verdict given by the lips 


of truth deciſive in the matter, ieee 
toreaſon with hem 


_—_ 27 is 1550 by, 1 | ith ; 
| picky of obedience | 
| Fc en gel Tr Hence foys 1 
Apoſtle, David — dy/erjbeth the been, of the |} 
men Wo whoy Gov imputerh rightcouſneſe — | 
- Oath 3 Ber gre they whoſe imiquities a 10 
2 Moog == covered(a).. erg. 
"ing do dat covenant. , was made with man 
In a. ſtate ede he was to be 1 50 5 
his on perional obedience t to the law, but de- 
cording to tenor of *. the new covenant, or | 
covenant; 0 Ling he A 7 5 in a very differ- 
ent Wav, Rüpel, by the obedience pf anc 
This che le = es, when, giving an ac- 


unt of FAG." oſpel-me of juſtification, he 
lays, 25 the elner of one, ol wary be_made 
keene * 


3. Another thing obſerva ble in the words of 15 
gur ext, is che interęſt that! Ales have in that 
N righteonſneſs which, is the od of 1 their 9 8 | 
arion, It is, called heir r . Tan 
rauben. ts of..me, ſaitb jb oe f 
is noxtheirs originally, or 25 e NE 
 realh.: It. is theirs. by;the. Kage Ng of G 
| eee, ron” rg FED 2 
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1 The Dotivine 17 ati” 
Purpoſes of juſtification, as really, as if they 1 
wrought i it out in their own perſons ; even as 


what is made over to a man by way pot 


upon his receiving. it, becomes as really his, 
as if it had been orighally | his own- pr 


0 When believers receive this righteouſneſs by 
faith, it affords thei a juſt and legal claim to 
everlaſting. happineſs, and to all the bleffings 
, Promiſed i in the new covenant. It is what they _ 
may as confidently rely upon, and ſet in oppo- 
ſition to all the demands of law and juſtice, and 
all the accuſations of Satan and their own con» 
- ſciences, founded on their perſonal iniquities and 
moſt criminal tranſgreſſions, as if it conſiſted 
wholly of their own works of obedience to the 
law, and ſufferings undergone | in their own per- 
' ſons for Riu the offended Juſtice of Gov. 
The great Ix han himſelf calls it rums; and 
therefore they may warrantably claim it, confide 
in it, and improve it for all the purpoſes of Juſ- 
tification,. as their own, THEIR a mod is of 
. me, ſaith the Lond. 0 
4. We may obſerve the Sap of the great 
| and! important truth aſſetted in the text, namely» 
that the righteouſneſs of belieyers, or that righ- 
| repuſneſs by "which they are juſtified,” and on 
which their title to everlaſting life *nd'all the 
bleſſings of ſalvation is wholly founded, is a 
_" righteouſneſs which they have not of themſelves, 
but of Gop, or by his free gift and gracious im- 
PRPy W 18 what Jxnovan himſelf as 
| 1 V 0 


— 


Mrough smputed Righteouſneſs, cc. 19 
Uares and arteſts in the plaineſt manner; Their 
righteouſneſs is of me, ſaith the Lox»... It would 
be great preſumption for men, deſtitute of all 
perſonal righteouſneſs, to claim acceptance with 
Gop, or any bleſſing, on account of a righteouſ- 
neſs wrought out by another, or through an im- 
puted righteouſneſs, had not Go himſelf de- 
clared that their righteouſneſs is of him, or a 
righteouſneſs which he in ſovereign mercy has 
provided for them, and makes over to them by 
way of free gift. But ſince he hath ſaid in a way g 
of grace, THEIR righteouſneſs is of me, they may 
warrantably ſay in a way of believing, every one 
for himſelf, ale ene, have I Oy: | 


e eee | 
That the righteouſneſs by which believers, 1 
ſpiritual Iſrael of Gon, are juſtified, and on which 
their claim to. all ſpiritual and ſaving bleſſings is 
founded, is a righteouſneſs which they have nat of | 
themſelves, but of God : or, 
hat it is ground of comfort to believers, conſcious 
of nuch perſonal guilt and finfulneſs, that the righ- 
teouſneſs by which they are juſtified in the fight of 
Gov, and on which their claim to all ſPiritual and 
promiſed bleſſings is entirely founded, is nat a righ- 
teonſneſs wrought aut by themſelves," or inherent in 
them, but. a righteouſneſs which Gon has graciouſly = 
provided for them, or which: they have of him, by 
bis free gift and gracious imputation.  _ 
In diſcourſing on ne, we wall. hed. 
vine OY: | 2» 
. un | 
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he. that belieyera are not dale * 
—their m Hennen, or n ml — 
ene to the law of Go. . [ 
Second, Speak — dy cl | 
they are juſtifled, and on which their claim 
to eternal life and alt ſpiritual van e 

wholly founded. 
r Shew in whe refpedts charrighteouſnes | 


Fourthh, "Us jttle into the import of the 
gracious declaration in the tex, Their righ 

" * teokifneſs in of me, ſaith the Lond. 
| Lafth, MORE Torn | ag gene improvement of =P 

"Fabje&. 

The rt thing propoſed i in the 0 u 
Was to Mey that believers are not Juſtifieg, by 
their e own perſonal ri ghteouſneſs, or. obedience to 
the law Gov, This is a truth clearly taught 
and: frequently inculcated i in Fcripture, It Is 2 
moſt important article of the chriſtian faith, and 
what no ſound Proteſtant will venture to deny | 
.or call into queſtion. "But though multitudes | 
profeſs to believe it, and have a ſpeculative non 
ledge of! it, che practical belief of it is very rare. 
As chere are many y who profeſs to know 'Gop, Bar 
in »vorks deny bim; ſo there are not à few who 
profefsto iſs and other do&rmes of the 
Goſpel white by their practice, and in their 
hearts, they den | Some have much af 
| the Goſpel in t Rt who have little of it in 
their bears, Many n allow that by 
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at inpured Rightenufucſt, bre. 21 
the works of the Law no man living can be juſ- 
ried, 'who yet ſecresly rely upon their og righ- 
_ teouſneſs, and make their duties, fra „ attain, 
ments, and good eee e ground. " TH 
r con Gop; Their: hopes of 
acceptanre-with Gon are founded in the good 
opinion they have of themſelves, or on ſome 
good chat they imagine to be in or about them- 
ſelyes. - As long as they. can think well pf them- 
ſelves they hope Gp will have favourable 
thoughts of them, and deal graciouſſy with them. 
But when they can perceive nothing, in them- 
ſelves that can any way recommend them to his 
acceptance, their confidenee fails, and they ſink 
in diſtouragement and deſpondency. Thus it 
| appears that whatever, they may pretend, their 
hearts are ſtill wedded to the law, as a covenant 
of works; and that, like the Jeu of old, they 
are ſeeking to be juſtified by, or as it were. by 
the works of the late (0). The people of Go 
themſelves are too often culpable in this reſpe&; 
for there are ſad remainders of a legal diſpoſi- 
tion to be found even with them. Hence When 
they have found any ſenſible aſſiſtance in the 
performance of duty; are in a good frame; or 
can perceive any evidences of grace and ſancti- 
fication in their ſouls, they can appear before 
| Gop with ſome confidence; but when they loſe 
all. views of their own experiences and attain- 
W e can perceive gw in or about them- 
0 3 e 
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ſelves but unworthineſs and vileneſs, ſin; CE 
and miſery, their courage; confidence,” and' hope; 
do fail them in their approaches to Gov, and 
they are apt to conclude that Gop will not ac 
cept of them, or ſhew them any favour, © This 
ſhews the working and prevalence of a legal ſpi- 
rit, and too ii, dvr a practical diſbelief of the 
great truth aſſerted in the text: That their righs 
teouſneſs is not of themſelves, but of Gop; that 
their own righteouſneſs, their beſt ſervices and 
attainments, cannot procure their acceptance 
with God, nor their unrighteouſneſs, multiplied 
tranſgreſſions, and moſt highly aggravated guilt, 
exclude them from his favour; if they are found 
taking hold of that righteouſneſs which he has 
provided for them, and brings near to them in 
the Goſpel, relying upon it, and improving it as 
the /ole ground of their juſtification before Gon, 
and meritorious cauſe of all their happineſs. 

As this is a' truth upon which the hope and 
comfort of believers, conſcious of many ſintul 
infirmities, great unworthineſs, and accumulated 
| guilt, do wholly depend, and a firm belief of it 
is neceſſary i in order to thein approaching unto 
Gov in the immediate and ſolemn acts of his 
worſhip, with becoming confidence, we ſhall 
offer a few things which may be of uſe N 
| bliſhing them in the faith of it, K Oban OF 

That believers then are not juſtified by dr 
own righteouſneſs, or works of obedience, ap- 
pear, | 75 
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1. From the very tenor of the law, or r 1 
covenant. of works, which requires 0 
\ obedience to all its commands, as the condition 
of life, and conſequently of juſtification and c- 
ceptance with Gop; and condemns the ſinner A 
for the leaſt breach or tranſgreſſion of it. The A 
condition of the covenant of works, or of juſti- |} 
fication and life according to the tenor of that 5 f 
covenant, is clearly ſet forth by our Lonb in | 
thoſe remarkable words addreſſed to the young 
man in the Goſpel, who was puffed up with a 
vain opinion of his own righteouſneſs, If thou wilt 7 
enter into life, keep the commandments(c). They who 
would obtain life, ar be juſtified by their own 
obedience; muſt keop the. commandments, all the 
commandments, in thought, word and deed, 
and in the moſt perfect manner; for he who. 
breaks one of them does interpretatively break | 
them all. Yea, if there is any defect, even the 53 
leaſt failure in his obedience, he forfeits all 9 
claim to the bleſſing promiſed, and falls under N 
the curſe or condemning ſentence of the law. 8 
Were it poſſible for one to keep the law ſo per- — 2M 
fectly as only to offend in one point, his obed1- el 
ence would be no way available for his juſtifica- 
tion; but the breach of the law, or want of 
conformity to it, in that one thing, would ren- 
der him as obnoxious to the curſe, or make him 
as really guilty in the eye of the law, as if he 
MINE wy? "Re Ane (4). Wit 
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3 Apoſtle ſays, holds ti true in chile 1 j 


Hiolarve ſhall keep the xheh low, rr yt offend” 
in one he is guilty of ; for the law C. 
ry the al 72 2 7400 ret quired, of 

failure DOOR as Ach as for the Ae Roi th» 
ormous tranſgreſſions. Hence it is evident 
that no man deſcended from Adan can be juſt,” 
fied by his Own righteouſneſs, or bee to 
the law; for * There is nidt a uſt man upin earth un P 
doth fie and finneth not. A I Bade firmed (e). They 

who talk of a new Li, milder than the Iew of 
works that was firſt given to man for the rule of 
his obedience, requiring” obedibiice tö its pre- 
_ cepts, as the condition of Juſtification! and tals 

* vation, but making allowance for failings and 
defects in obedience, and even för leſs eriminal 
tranſgreſſtons of the law, do greatly non,, 
the law, and alſo the glorious Lawgiver ; as if 
the fotmer gave ſome indulgence to ſin, and the 
latter ud forgive ſin without ſatisfact ion made 


to his juſtice, or at leaſt ſuch a ſatisfaction as is 
adequate to its demands. The demands of tlie 
law, as a covenant of works, are invariably the 
fame. It ever did, and; ever will, require per- 
fect obedience to all its precepts, as the condi- 


tion of life or happineſs; and with reſpect to 
finners its demands are increaſed, as it requires 


not only obedience to all its commands to be 


performed in the moſt perfect manner, but alſo 
full ſatisfaction to the — of Gov for the I 
breach or violation of 1 it. f 

a James ii. 10. © Eccles vii. 20. Rom, iii. 29. 


— 


— Biege- . „ 


| . and more mild! Jaw,” fill; requiring obedi- 
ende, , not inſiſting on per fe abedience;: 
ay 1 — 
that the la of wotks given to man in l ſtate oi 
ihnocence is wholly vacated, or ſet aſide, betray. 
8 bo hof the Low and of the Gaſpelʒ 

| of the cotenant of works, and of the 20+ 
benam if gruce; or by unhappily oonfounding 
chem, obſcure the dbQrine of the — of Go 


40 fever defend td nale d the Law, or 
ttkach fallen men that leſs is required of them in 


order to juſtification, and the enjoyment of ever. 


laſting happineſs now, than formerly under the 


covenant of works Por to Thew them where 


they may find, and how they may become poſe. 


ſelec of 4 Highteovſnels Mir aue ul the de. 
mands of the law as 4 ebVenanit ; thoſd which i 


makes upon man in His {fallen te, as well as 
| thoſe which it made upon Him in « ftate of pri. 
mitive integrity. The ſcope of it is, not ta - 


form fitters hom they may work out 4 High- 


teoulheſs of their dn for their juſtification: by. | 
performing obedience to thy law, more or lem 
rigorous, gal or #vangtheal, bat © direct hem 


to Jasvs CikISr, as the E of the OP 
feouſneſs to evety tut that Hrlto#h (f). 


2. This trock of hits W606 i Furchev tad. | 
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They vo maintain chat the Goſpel reveal n 


e 5 


CR PR a PH ee . 
are united to Ca is and obtain an intereſt in his 
righteouſneſs. | They are aid to be concluded un- 
der fin, —gnilty before Gov,—children of wrath (g), 
and conſequently heirs of hell, and everlaſting. 
damnation. Let men be ever ſo diligent and 
exaCt in performing the duties which the law re- 
quires; let them ſeem ever ſo ſtrict, holy and 
devout; the ſcripture aſſures us that they are 
ſtill in a tate of wrath, till by faith they are 
united to CnRISsT, and have an intereſt in his 
righteouſneſs. | None are juſtified, freed from 
the curſe of the law, and received into a ſtate 
of favour. with Gop, but thoſe who are in 
_ Cunisr Jxsus; who by virtue of their union 
with him have his righteouſneſs imputed to them. 
Henck the Apoſtle intimates, that Gop is the 
Juſtifier of none but them that believe in Ixsus (h). 
I none are juſtified but thoſe who believe in 
Cux1sT, and have his righteouſneſs imputed to 


them, it is evident that none are juſtified by their 


own. righteouſneſs, or obedience to the la. 
Should any object, that though the works 
done by men in an unregenerate ſtate, or before 
their union with Cuxisr by faith, cannot be 
available for their juſtification, the good works 
done by believers after they have been renewed 
in the ſpirit of their minds, and had a principle of 
holineſs implanted in their ſouls, intitle them to 
f bee with 288 and may be conſidered as 
1 


| 000 Gal. — Bob my os 


e e e ee or, at leaſt, OY 
eontinuance” of it, or *as à condition without 


vilege; we anſwer, that the good works done 
by believers after their 'converſion, are fruits of 
juſtifying faith, and follow juſtification; and 
therefore cannot be the . cauſe or condition of it- 
The believer”s.juſtification is complete, before he 
can do any good works, or perform any accep- 
table obedience to the law of Gop fi), and be- 
ing once juſtified, the continuance of hisJuſtifi- 
cation is infallibly ſecured; as in Juſtiſication 
he is freed from the guilt of all ſin, ſo that it 
mall no more be imputed ts: ker fon Min on- 
demnation (t), and obtains a ſure title to ever- 
laſting life, altogether: independent on his'own- 
works of obedience to the law; it being the 
gift of Guo" o aum Wen 3 Cris? cu ; 
en eee, 
52s. That believers are notjuſtified Pen 
righteouſneſs, or perſonal obedience to the law, 
appears from what is declared concerning the 
Tighteouſneſs by which, or on account of which, 
they are juſtiſied ; and from the various deſigna · 
tions that are given it in the word of Go. The 
.righteouſneſs by which believers, are juſtified, 
is called arighteouſneſs without works, and a righ- 
teouſneſs not their own. ., Doubtleſs, ſays the 
Apoſtle, —7 count all things but loſs, for the excel- 
| (ency of the inp Fl Wee 22 ian: | 
Yor © 
® Heb. 3.6. Roma. 10 00 Nom . N 
e 0 John v v. 24. Rom vi. 2. 


Which they would forfeit" all claim to that pri- 


Ada count them but dung that I may. win Cn 


and diſclaims : not only as inſufficient by them. 
ſolves to recommend him to the divine favour 


and acceptance; but alſo. as making no part f 


that righteouſneſs. on account of Which he hop» 
ed to be juſtified before GD. 8 


4 Higbteuiſneſs which is by faitb of Jtvus Cntr 


upon them who believe (v). Concerning this righ» = 
teouſneſs the Spirit of God in ſcripture further 


intimates, tliat it is graciouſly” imputel to be- 
Bevers (o), and conſequently nothing done by 
_ themſelves, or inhetent in their own perſons ; 


that it ĩs a Mghroow/meſs uo be ſoup bi Y ATR, and 


e e je of al . as 


eee eee eee 45 
believers are juſtified, before Gon, is called h 
righteouſneſs of faith. a righteoufueſs by faith . 
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oj A and be found in bim, 109. baving MINE OWN. ung 3 
deus, which is of the law, &cc (m). His o 
__ - fighttouſneſs plainly; includes all good works 
done by him, all his own endeavours, quali- 
cations-and attainments, of any. kind. Theſd, 
with every thing of a like nature, he renounces 


not iy worte (p), und a Hihreouſheſs which is 


| fevealed and drongbr nnr to fnners in the Gof. 


righteduſheſs of Cs 15). It is called the ph. 
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wel a | Na. 15 . 0) Rom. fv. n 11. and ia. 3 Fg 
(o) Rom, iv. 6. and iii. 24, e 342. 
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 righteouſhels 1 that could have heen wrought ki 
75 by man in a Tate of inhocence, Such ar 


mere mpn, however. perfect, 


merit, and makes mercy. his only plea. Ageinſt 
thee, ſays le, thee, only have, 1 inued,, and dne 


dro injunt hee, hs S 


ak of man (y), or any Tighteo 


repuſheſs would haye been ſufficient to ſecure his 


þ accepRance.. with Gov, and procure a title. „ 


everlaſting life, according to the tenor of the 
covenant of works; hut the righteouſneſs of na 
could procure the juſ- 
From what has been ob 


tifieation, of a 


ſerved it is. abundantly evident that belieyers, . 


not juſtified by any righteouſhels of their oz 


and. therefore that their juſtificatian, muſt be 


wholly owing to. anather cauſe.” What that is 
way be eaſily learned from the words of our text; 

Their righteag/neſs. is of. me, ſaith the Lon p, com- 
with Fer. xxiii, 6. . This 3 
Fg be Jhall be called, Taz Lonp oun leg 

NESS. 

1 The fame thing i is evident, from 3 
ſnag. by ſome of the moſt eminent ſaints, | 
eee the Old and New Teſtament, cen- 
ing the inſufficiency of their own-righteouſ- | 


| 2 to procure their juſtifcation before. Gov. 


peaks of himſelf as a. cant. Ay 
2 at the bar of Gop's haly law. and 
juſtice . diſclaims all pretenſions to any perſonal 


this cuil in thy-/ight © that thou mighteſt be. juſtafied 
n nd be clear a ee eh. 


Of one who is a mere man. 
N 


Here 


\ 


35 m. Dein ./ n 
Here we have a confeſſion of. his guilt Wbt 

was his plea? Not the good works he had done; 

not his prayers and tears; not his compunction, 
contrition, humiliation, 1 repentance and good re- 
_ ſolutions; but the mercy of Gov alone. Hove 
mercy upon me, O Gop, ſays he, according to thy | 
loving-kindniſs : according to the multitude of 125 en- 
der mercies blot out my tranſereſſions (t). Elſewhere 
he acknowledges that if God ſhould mark in- 
quity, he could not ſtand before him, or be juſ- | 
tified in his fight. He knew that there were 
many things in 1 that were a ſufficient ground 
of condemnation, but nothing to merit the divine 
favour and acceptance. His only 'ground of 
_ encouragement therefore in his approaches to 
Gov was, that with him there was forgiveneſs, | 
mercy, and plenteous redemption ( ). This he could 
learn from the Moſaic inftitutions themſelves, 
Particularly, from the mercy-ſcat, and the ſa- 
crifices which were ſlain by divine appointment 
to make an atonement for ſin; the former of 
which was typical of a throne of grace, from 
which Gop diſpenſes pardon and all ſpiritual 
"bleſſings freely to guilty finners ; as the latter 
prefigured the New Teſtament propitiation, or 
that expiatory ſacrifice which the Son of Gop 
was. 9200 offer for fin in che human nature b. 


This 
Gm G 3 7, , 
® That the Saints under the Old Teſtament ey 
pee tag cw yn and other typi- 
cal inſtitutions mm 
xi. 
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through imputed; Righteouſneſs, be. 31 
This he was aſſured of by. the' revelation, Go, 
had, many ages before made of his name to Moſes 


and the HMraelites in the wilderneſs, as The Loxp 
God , merciful and gracious, — ene 
an cranſgrelſtan, and ſiu (u). 


240 Devil in another place, ſenſible of his guilt and 
che inſufficiency of his own righteouſneſs to pro- 
cure acceptance with Gon, prays that GD would 
not enter into judgment with him (v] that he would 
not judge him according to the tenor of the 
law as a covenant of works, or according. to his 
on mexits; for he knew that if Go -would 
judge him thus, he ſhould certainly be condemn- 
ed. The church confeſſes that ſhe was all as 

an unclean thing, and that all her righteouſneſs 
were as filthy rags (w); and the Apoſtle Paul, 
though chief of the Apoſtles, eminent for faith 
and holineſs, diſclaims all confidence in his on 
righteouſneſs, and aſcribes his own ju 
and that of all believers, wholly to the righ- | 
teouſneſs of Jzsvs Cuxisr. Not baving. mine 
own righteouſneſs, which is of the law, ſays be, 
ut that which is through the faith of Cunisr, the 

t Rune which is of Gop 92 9 * and in 

6 Bib. xiv „ ee eee 
theſe figurative ordinances, which was to exhibit Canter 


and his grace to the faith of the church under that diſgen- 
ation, would have been entirely fruſtrated, and belicyers 


700 Nn had no communion with Gop in them, 


lu) Exod. xxxiv. 6,7, (v) Plalm cxliii. 2, 
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Gov through our Loa vg aus Cunts . 
5. That believers are not juſtified by their oun 
W or obedience to che laws on 'at- 
count of any good done by them, or found in 
them, appears from the axerciſe" ef the Saints 
recorded in ſeripture. Though they ſometimes 
plead their own - innocence, in oppoſition to the 

4 E accuſations brought againſt chem by men, 
we appeal to Oo "concerning 'their fincerity 
AG uptightneſs of their hearts in his ſervice z 
ie find them ready on all oecafions to con- 
feſs themſel ves ty before Gov, and diſclaim 
all confidence in their own merit. Acknow- 
ledging th at they in chemſelves were guilty cri. 
nals, obnoxious to- the juſtice and wrath of 
80 b, they plead mercy, implore the forgiveneſs 
of fins, pray that Gop would deal favourably 
with them, not for their ſakes, but for bis own 


ume ſale; and ſometimes expreſsly mention 


* righteouſneſs, of the Lok b, as that on which 


hey founded all their hopes, of acceptance with 
Gov, and confidence . before him. Says the 
Church, O Lon b, though our iniquities reli ify 


1 2 us, do thou for THY NAME's SAKE ; ſays 


Navid, I will makemention of \thy.right couſueſs,#ven 
Funn, only(z). And as to believers whoſe exerciſe 


g is recorded in the New T eſtament, we find them 


not galy tenouncing 1 confidence in. any per. 


ſonal 


6) Rom, *. () ler. s. 
| Pſalm Ixxi. 16. 
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| fonal a jar NR where bebte a te- 
demption, juſtification and ſalvation, wholly to 
the righteouſneſs and blood of Cunisr, or, 
which is the ſame thing. to the grace and n 
of Gov in him, or as manifeſted. and flow 
ing out towards them through. him, who is the 
bag Mediator between Gon and man (2). 
The Apoſtle Paul, ſpeaking in the name of 
all true believers, ſets. the death of Carisr, 
which i is put for the whole of his ri | 
in oppoſition to all charges and accuſations 
brought againſt them by the law and. juſtice of 
Gon, Satan, or their own conſciences. Aba 
ſhall lay anything vo nb charge of Gov's eleft ? ſays 
he i bo is be that condemneth ?_ It is Cunisr 
that died. In the Lox, it is ſaid, all the ſerd of 
Iſrael, that is, true” believers, who are the ſpiri- 
tual Mrael, — ball glety. Wherefore do they glory 
in him; and in him alone? The reaſon is, In 
him they are juſtified 3 in him they have righ- 
_ teouſmeſs,, that righteouſneſs by which they are 
juſtified; and which is the procuring cauſe. of 
| all bleſſings beſtowed upon them; Surely, hall 
one ſay, In the Loxv have I righteouſneſs.” This 
they do not only ſay with the mouth, | but it is 
OI REY IHC e This they 
| D W 6. 0 
| c 16. Heb. ix. 12. 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. Rev. v. 9. 
Rom. ili. 24. and iv. 26. and v. 1, 1, 15, 17, 18, 19, 21. 
and vi. 11. and vii. 4. and viii. . Cor v. 7. 
Gal. ii. 16. and iii. 22. and iv. 7. and v, 4. Eph. ii. 5, 6, . 
Phil. iii. 9. Heb, ix. 14. and x. 4-8. 1 i. 7. and ii. 1, 
2. v. 11. Jude 21, Rev, i, 5 Acts xv. 11. og 
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. in ene, kn N e an the FN 
neſs of che Loxy Js alone for Juſtification: 


Who ate they that fay it? Not a few eminent 


faints, favoured with a ſuperior degree of fpiri- 
tua light and khowtedge only, bur all „be feed of 


Noel. Weck belityers are enabled to fax in, he. 
ing convinced by the Spirit of G ob that the 


righteotineR of CSN is fulficient to procure 
their acceptance with GOD, notwithitanding che 
finful defects that accompany their beſt ſervices; 
their niahifol failings and ſhort comings in the 
N of duties, and their vaworthineſs in 

very Strong behevers, theſe Wh½² have 
been moſt highly Favoured by che Tore, and 
are moſt eminent for the exerciſt of grace and 
practice of holineſs, ſtill find reaſon to ſuy it; 
as knowing that, after their higheſt attainnents, 


their-own righteouſneſs is altogether inſufficient 
far cheir {juſtification befbre GOD yea, that in 


the matter of juſtification they ſtand upon a le. 
vel wick the weakeſt believer, and even the moſt 
criminal tranſgreſſor. [the Loan ant wen . 


cludes all boaſting in themſelves, in their own 
righteouſneſs, holineſs, qualifications 0r Ata. 
ments, Rom. iii. 27. Where is boaſting then ? It 
is excluded.” By vubat law #' Of work 2.” Ney; 
but by the law of faith. I Gov in ju Juſeifying his 

ple had the leaſt regard to any good done 

y them, or bean a as e, 
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ſome reaſon to Ert. as their 7 moos . 


pel, Which! ſeals che method af a finner's ac- 
ceptance with C 30D, Every man is in a ſtate of 
condemnation till he be _jufified freely by the grace 
of God, through the redemption that is in Cn 1ST 
Ixsus; and What can a mY Ginny) 
have to hoaſt of? 

Should it be objected, that faith is a qualifica- 
tion neceſſary in order to juſtifcation. We an- 
ſwer, Faith is no otherwiſe neceſſary in order to 
Juſtification, than as it is the means of intereſt- - 
ing the. fanner in that righteouſneſs which is the 
only, ground of his juſtification, or the hand of | 
the ſoul- that receives the gift of righteouſneſs. 
Juſtification is by faith, that it might be by 
grace, Hence juſtification by faith, and juſ- 
tification by works, are in ſcripture always op- 
poſed to each other; while juſtification by faith, 
and juſtification by grace, do ever oy. the 
ſame kind of juſtification.  _ 

Should it be alledged that faith is a no- 
table act of obedience, is accompanied with all 
other gracious qua) ifications, and is the root or 
principle of all evangelical holineſs ; we grant 
it, Ter: it does not juſtify as an act acne 
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che law of Gop requires as the condition of 


— wS_tl » a ba en ets a 1 
0 , 
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he Dethlie is 70 0 feation 


ence to the law, or goſpel, as accompanied with 
repentance, love co Gov, and other graces ; or 


As it is a principle of holineſs; but merely as it 


apprebends, receives, and puts the boul in n poſ- 
ſeſſion of that righteouſneſs which is revealed 
and exhibited to finners in the goſpel, as the 
{cle ground of their Juſtification | before ' Gov. 
Thus faith, though neceſſary in order to juiſtifi- 
cation in the ſenſe already explained, is ſo far 


from laying a foundation for boaſting, that it 


wholly excludes it, as it neceſſarily implies the 
renouncing of all pretenſions to any perſonal 


merit, and receives the righteouſneſs of Carisr, 


and all the bleſſ ngs of juſtification and ſalvation 


purchaſed by it, as a free gife mud over $ to Hil- 
ty ſinners in the goſpel. 


We might further add on this 140 that the 


impoſſibility of juſtification by the works of the 


law, fince the fall of, Adam, is what the ſcrip- 
ture alerts in the plaineſt terms (a). This the 
Apoſtle Paul, in his Epiſtles, particularly in 


thoſe to the Romans and Galatians, proyes by 


many convincing and undeniable arguments. 
Having evinced both from ſcripture and expe- 
rience, that all men, both Jews and Gentiles, 
had ſinned, yea that all belonging to the race 
of Adam are by nature in a ſtate of ſin, and whol- 
ly incapable of performing that obedience which 


life, 


( um, iii 9, 10, 19, 20, 22, 24. and iv. 13, 14. ey v. 
10 5-49: Gal iii. 21, 22, and iv. 21—g1. Eph. ii. 8, 9. 


* 
4 ; 


_ tance. with God, he draws this concluſion, that: 
it is impoſſible for any ſprung: of Adam to be 
juſtified by the works of the law, or by their 
own, perſonal righteouſneſs. Me know, ſays he, 

that what things ſoever the law faith, it ſaith to 
them who are under the lat: that every mouth may 

* Be. Ropped, and all the world may become be. 
| fore Go, Therefore by the deeds of the law there 

ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in bis fight. In his Epiſtle 
to the Galatians he frequentiy aſſerts the ſame im- 
portant truth: As many as are of the works of the 
Jaw, ſays he. are under the curſe + for it is wwrit- 

ten, Curſed is every one that continueth not in ai! 
things which. are written in the book of: the law to 
do them. But that no man is juſtifie! by the law 
in the fight of Gov, it is a. oh ARK ; 

X. 25 by (0 | BY 


Tu ſecond thing propoſed i in 1 5 Sn was | 
1 f 10 ſpeak of that righteouſneſs by which beliey- + 
ers are juſtified. | 
Since in order to their juſtification before Goo 
it is neceſſary that they have a righteouſneſs, 
ſuch a righteouſneſs as anſwers the demands of 
the law; and they cannot be juſtified by their 
own righteouſneſs, or any thing done by them 
ſelves in obedience to the law; they muſt be juſ- 
tified by the righteouſneſs of another ; and that 
is no other than the righteouſneſs of the Log 
Jzsvs, mad ij tap mend W which 


5 () Gul 10 01. 


7 


9 imputed Righteouſneſs, . 
like and conſequently. of juſtification and accep HE: 


Bote if Nen 


b . eee for them, and is e 
them in the e believing. Hence in the text - 
their righteouſneſs is ſaid to be of the Logo ; of 
dim, not only as his zit, but alſo as his work, 
or what he wrought for them in the 23 
| Thar i it is the righteouſneſs of Contr alone 
by which believers are juſtified, is evident from 
many paſſages of ſeripture, in which de are 
taught, that it is by virtue of their union with 
him that they are ſet free from the curſe and 
condemnation of the law; that he was made in 
the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for fin, or by 
being made a ſacrifice for fin, condemned fin 
in the fleſh ; that the righteouſneſs of the law might 
be. /ulliled i them; that be it the end of the 
ow for righteouſneſs to rorry ont thet_buliev< 
£+S; that he is the Logo his people's righ. 
teouſneſs; that his righteouſneſs is upon them, 
namely, for. their juſtification, and they. are 
made abe righteouſneſs of God in Hm (r). To 
theſe we might add many other texts off ſcrip- 
ture, both in the Old and New Teſtament, in 
which the fame important truth is either ex- 
preſsly aſſerted or plainly intimated. But the 
teſtimony cf the inſpired Apoftle, Rom. v. 18. 
puts the matter beyond all debate; As by Ie 
offence al ehe julgnent came upon all men to cn 
3 even 5 oh the W 25 one, the 
"IP 
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1 implies t. three things; 1. The holineſs of 15 
ngture. 2. The righteouſneſs of his Hife. 
Ihe ſatisfaction that he gave to the Juſtice 67 
Gon for lin, by his death and ſufferings.” "All 
' thele are particularly taken notice of in ſerip- 
ture as having a ſpecial influence on the juftifi- 
cation of his people. The holineſs of his na- 
fure is mentioned, Heb. vii. 26. and 2 Cor. v. 21. 
| Such an high prieſt became us, who 15 Boch, harm- 
leſs, undefiled, ſeparate from Jinners. He hath mage 
vim uu be /in for us, who knew nd fin; that "pe 
might be made- the righteouſneſs of Gop in him. 
His obedience to the law, or the righteouſneſs 
of his life, is expreſsly {aid to be the gauſe of 
his people 8 Juſtification, Rom. v. 18, 19. and 
their juſtification. is almoſt every where i in ſcrip- 
ture aſcribed to his death and ſufferings. His 
"death and the ſhedding of his blood — the 
laſt and crowning act of obedience to his Fa- 
ther's will, and che moſt remarkable and glori- 
ous demonſtration of his love to his ple, is 
often put for the whole of His 7i EH ay 
We ſhall only obſerve here aalen + the three 
things mentioned as conſtitutive of that righ- 
Bs. 2 2 which believers are juſtified, that 
28 ey 2 I neceſſarily concur to make vp "He 
; e com. 
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40 The Ban , Helen, 1 
complete righteouſneſs for the juſtification of 
- ſinner formerly condemned at the bar of Gob's 
holy law, fo when any one of them Is Wen 
tioned the reſt are includec. | 
What we farther intend on this head,” is only 
to mention a few of the excellent properties , 
and qualities of that righteouſneſs by which 
believers are juſtified, and on which. their ti- 
tle to eyerlaſting life and all promiſed bleſſings 
is wholly. founded, It is, then, 

2. A perſas righteouſneſs. The righteouſ: 
neſs of the beſt ſaints in this world falls very 
ſhort of that perfection which the law of Go 
requires; for there is not a juſt man upon earth, 
that detb good, and fonn neth not. Believers, after 
their higheſt attainments on earth, will ſtill 
have reaſon to acknowledge, with David, that 
if God ſhould mark iniquity, they could not 
ſtand before him. Their obedience is ſome... 
times defective as to the matter of it, through 
their ignorance of what the law requires : and 
their miſtaking ſin for duty, or duty for fin, 
in particular caſes, which is not uncommon 

While they are in this imperfect ſtate, and 
know but in part; and it is always defective 
as to che principle, manner, and end of it, 
They love God truly, but their love to him 
is far from being perfect. There is ordina- 
rily a ſad mixture of ſelf. love attending it. 
And while they have ſin and corruption re. 
* in * "I cannot TO duties 
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ſervices are tainted and polluted with ſin; and 
therefore cannot be available for their juſtifica- 
tion before Gov." While they carry about/with _ 
them a body of death, and have corruption ſtill 
inherent. in chem, there is a mixture of ſin in 
all that they do. But the righteouſneſs. of CHRIST, 
which is imputed to them for their juſtification, . 


is without the leaſt flaw or defect. He yielded 


perfect obedience to all the precepts i. | 
and was never chargeable with the Teaſt. viola- 
tion of it, His life was an exact popy, or tran- 

ſeript of the holy law of God, a copy in which 
there were no errata, bi ; Was not 
the leaſt blot. | PI 

The perfection of cum $ 8 at. 

fords notable ground of encouragement to be- 
lievers when conſcious of the many defects and 
ſinful imperfections accompanying all their reli- 
gious performances, and acts of obedience to the 
law. Though they cannot perfectly obey the 
law in their own perſons, it is ground of com- 
fort that they have dons ſo in Cunisr their 
fairy 2 N has no more e to 


v4 3 £46 


cont the how a» 1 ou 5.4 i ho | 
my - head and huſband, . has fulklled the law | 
for ms. His obedience, and not mine own, is 
the 


4 


fut more ercehent rightecuſneſs than the inno- 


TE len and juſtice, 1 en: juſtified, -I am ſake; and 
hall be ſaved; for 9 
Den 


Issus SR 


The rightevotncs Wy Wk believers r F 


id k, 


i: OY” A Deter rightevatticſs 3 . Cr 
| Aghtroufnels thie Gov has in infinite mercy 


for them, but a righteouſneſs which 
Gov, in the perſon of the Son, wrought ont for 
them, and therefore a righteouſneſs of infinite 
value. Thus believers have a better, a more 
gloriovs righteouſneks to boaft of, as the ground 
of their acceptance with Gov, than man would 
have Had, though he had continued in a ſtate 
af p. 


integrity, and by Fielding perfect 
| obechenee co the law of his Creator during the 
whole time of his probation, had procured a 
title to everlaſting Efe and happineſs, according 
to the tenot of che <ovenant of works y yea 2 


cent Angels have to bonſt of. Believers, by 
Having am itrteteſt in de righteortfheſs of Gov, 
and chat imputed to chem for their juſtification, 
"ard far more they dignified and honoured chan 
the angels | 1 a 


| the ground of my hade dey die as 
homey, fog ard out Yar leſlie ſabra- 

© Whatever ate the Gesch of my obedience, if 

Crxior's is perfect, and fully anſwers the demands 


D 


rei 0 aa | Ne "i PY 
ternarkäble empkalls in thoſe words which we 
Have, Pſalm ix kix. 16. * Tr riebeeufveſt 
foiall (bly be E ALT Eb. In the rightevuſtiefs of 
Cagisr, imputed to believers for their Juſtifica- 
tioh, they ate exalted, not any above alt fears 
of Wrarh and futute Eonidertmation, and to à MU 
of Favotir and fellowſhip with Gov; but alſo & 
à higher degree of Bonqhit undd happineſs than 
mam would hayt been advanced 't if be fad 
never ſinned; yea, than the angels themſthves. 
Though the Juſtification of believers. 
the righteouſneſs of Cintsr, their furety; ex- 
_ cludes all boaſting in cetmſelyrs, it affords them 
a far more noble ground of bbaſting than the 
owh petſonal obedience to the w could RG 
done. In themſelves they have ho reaſoh v0 
glory; but in that divine righteouſneſs, Which 
is the matter, or the ground of their julkifien · 
tion, and the meritorious cauſe of all their hap» 
pineſs, they may glory, iid will do ſo through - 
eternity: N the Lonb Ran an the feel of Thad 
Tufified, "and fall glory. | 
That "Hghtcoulheſs Which fs Imputtef do ee 
hevers for their juſtification is,, | 
3. A Jltice « fatiofynng righteouſtich. 1 9 
juſtice of Gov makes high demands upom fire 
ful men. It dernands ſatisfuccten for every 
breach of the law that they are chargesble With. 
Its demands ate fuch a8 Hothing can ſuttefy but 
the ſuffeding of "that puniſtement which fin de- 
ſerves, and the Trwthrezteried. This id whatinb 


mere creature is able to bear, It will iu 
; | OS Hive) be 
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> 44. The Doftrine of mailen 
be exacted of all finally impenitent 8 Fg F 


as they will never be able to bear it fully, ſo as 15 
to ſatisfy offended. juſtice for the leaſt ſin com- 


- mitted dy chem. they mult ſuffer eternally. The 


debt of ſatisfaction Which they owe to divine 


| juſtice they will be ever paying, but will never 


be able to pay it fully, ſo as to obtain A. diſ. 


6 charge. After ſuffering the moſt dreadful tor- 


ments in hell for millions: of ages, they will be 
as. far from giving any adequate ſatisfaction to 

offended juſtice as ever. The demerit of their 

tranſgreſſions will ſtill far exceed their greateſt 


en a therefore 25 wil never be 758 | 


1 Jesvy ( Fun ber * his death and Fe 
gave full ſatisfaction to juſtice for the fins of 
his people, and anſwered its demands in every 
point; ſo that the believer, who has an intereſt 
in them, in conſequence of his union with 
Cuntisr by faith, has no reaſon to fear the 


wrath of Gov, or condemnation of the law, 


more chan if he had never linged , but may ſet 


as. 


and accuſations brovghs 1 him, N in 
a way of holy triumph, with the apoſtle, V bo 
is be that condemneth ?. It is Cunx is v that dia (d). 
Divine Juſtice, till the Son of Gon undertook 

to ſatisfy it in the ropm of guilty ſinners, was 
pr inſpperable bar in the way of their ſalvation , 
. he n undertaken to anſyer-all its de- 
0 n ant a 


09 Row. vüi. 34. 


Ul 
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" mands. and actually done fo, that bar i is remov- 15 
ed and a way of acceſs to Gov. and glory open- | 
ed for the moſt criminal tranſ reſſoxs. Jer. 71 5 
tice is fo far from being di onoured, that it is 
_ glorified in beſtowing ſalvation and all ſpiritual 
 bleflings, upon perilhing ſinners for the ſake of 
_ Cantsr, The method of ſalvation through him, 
not only ſecures, but advances the glory of all 
the diyine- perfections, and of divine juſtice and 
. holineſs, among the reſt. . Theſe attributes of the 
divine nature were more ad FR ayed in 
ings and more 


have been by the unfinning obedience of al 
mankind, or A IM 
damned through eternity) MYR 
+ That righteouſneſs on account of which b. 
levers are juſtified, is, . 185 N * 
4. A_law-magnifying righteouſneſs, By 
teouſneſs of Cna isr, which is imputed to Mos 
for their Juſtification, the law. is not only Fulfilled 

but magnified; it being a righteouſneſs wrought = 
out by a Divine Perſon. The Lord Jzsvs 55 


fed the law and made it honourable, 1. By con- 


deſcending to be made under it; 2. By perfectly 
oheying its precepts ; 3. By ſatisfying juſtice for 
the breach of it. Many have light thoughts of 
the law 75 God, make little account either of its 


or threatenings. The former they are 


not afraid to violate for gratifying their ſenſual 


lan and corrupt rene yea, wag often do 
it 


1 AWE. whe moſt rrifling oecalions, = t. 
ter they ſecurely contemn. But the WE 


of what our bleſſed ITE did and ſuffered 
for ſecu ring the honour of the law, which man 
Hat et ſhould for ever deter” us from tranſ- 
Nn the leaſt of its 4 r and make uy N 
ble at its threaten) a Whateper men may 
Ink of the law of Gop, rarher than that wy 
iolation 'of any one of 10 precepts mould go 
unpuniſhed, he would caft the whole race f 
mankind. into che pit'of everlaſting deftru@tion, 
1 ended the [Word of juſtice in the bowels,” 
: the very heart of his well-beloved qad only 0 
egatten Son. His thoughts of ſin, as well ay 
his thoughts of mercy, are y ery different rang. 
men's thoughts. add r el He ht thoughts 3 
God, and his law, they would be more afraid 
of ſin” than of any thing elle, TR. of death 
apd._ hell. gek., | 
That righteouſneſs erhich 1 is N ble Tout 
of a believer's acceptance with "4 ane" 
. A Co b. e righteouſyel. - o 
Lend, with, an eye to what he had dene, and | 
was ahout to ſuffer, ſays in his prayer to. "Ks 
| Father, I have glorified — 9 the. earth; I haye 
finiſhed the work which bon gaveſt me td (e.) py = 
his Obedience to the bow? and the Garisfaftign 
he gave ro juſtice, which conſtitute the EW 
Ti Nt of his people, Gop was more glo 
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e breouſueſs, Ke. wg 
. This is good news do fl true believers; 
who have ſuch à hearty concern. for the hongur 
of Gon, that chey canmet wink of being ſayed = 
in a way that would diſparage, ſully or eclipſe, 
dhe glory of any of his perfestions. Haw, mar 
it camfort them when they conſider, that — 
is more glorified in pardaning their fins, recei 
ivg them inte, 3 rave of favgur with himſe 
and. beſtowing ſalvation een, 
of Ens isn, his atoning ſacrifice and 
ous righteouſnels, than h he would der bn jg 
cheir everlaſting damas an 
Ia this method of juſtifying and Gaving An 
acct i dhe he petites eee eee 
glorified chan if they had never been veiled and 
diſhonouted by the fin af man. Go is; wor 
glorified- by the righteouſneſs of Caron, Which 


is jmpuned to believers. for their juſtification, 
prove mum menen 


nnn in a counſe-of- — t dde di- 
vine law and. we may venture to affirm, that 
a ſinner convinced of his own guilt, and the 
demerit of his tranſgreſſions, by relying wholly 

upon Jzsvs Cnisr for juſtification and falya- - 
tion, does hare hangar Gon, 50D, chan he could 
have done. hy obeying/ all the precepts of the 
law of works in the moſt perfect manner. Hence 
faith is commended in ſcripture, -as what does 


1 „ 
| $ b * 15 
9 75 & * 
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1s" the mol excellent grace, as it glorifies Go 
more chan any other grace, or act of obedience; 
A s God has magnified his word above all his 
name (J), and the goſpel which reveals his grace 
and mercy through Cnaisr to periſhing ſinners, 
above every other part of it (2), ſo he magnifies 
faith above every other grace. Hence, though 
ole worthies, we read of in the xith chapter 
of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, were endowed with 
many amiable and gracious qualifications, ſuch 
as humility, ' ſelf:denialy mortification to the 
world, heavenly- mindedneſs, patience in tribu- 
lation, zeal for the honour of Gop;"&: what 
is rene taken notice of, and commended, is 
(). Perhaps conſciouſneſs of your 
own 12 makes you fear that it would be pre- 
ſumption for you to rely upon CHuISTr for par- 
don and ſal vation. But faith, or a truſting in 
Cnx1s7- alone for juſtification and ſalvation, is 
fo far from being preſumption, that it pleaſes 
and honours Go p more than any other act of 
| worſhip « or ' obedience. This is plainly intl 
mated by him who is truth itſelf, when he fays, 
This 3x the work — e en him 
whom be bath le (i). res Og 
The righteouſneſs ker 42 in he 1 as the 
| grown SN ours _ 1 * Fwd 


5 | „ Gu a 
0) 8 „ a toys 
g) The Apoſtle dedlares that though the 14 . 
he calls the miniſtration of condemnation, was awfully glori. 
ous, the Goſpel, which is the miniſtration of 4 Lach 
far more glorious, 2 Cor. ni. 9, 10. 
() Heb, xt. throughout, (i) John vi 29. 
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deen righteouſneſs that is freely gi ven to mn | 
unworthy and the guilty. Iii . | 
not only revealed and exhibited, but brought 


near, and freely made over to ſinners in the 


golpel. - I bring near my righteouſneſs, ſaich the, 
Load to the: ſtout-hearted, that are far from, | 
righteouſneſs it ſhall not be far ot, and my Abs 


vation Hall not :tarry (). Nothing is required 
of ſinners in order to their being poſſefsed of 

this righteouſneſs, and intitled to the whole be- 
nefit of it, but their cordial ordial acceptance H. it. 
28 à gift freely offered to them in the goſpel. 
If the believer's claim to the benefit of this 
righteouſneſs were founded on any good works 
performed by himſelf, or any of his own good 
diſpoſitions or qualifications, as ſome perſons 


unacquainted with the doctrine of the goſpel, 
who ſpeak of faith, repentance, &c. as condi- 


tions of . juſtification, ſeem. to affirm, he would 


really be juſtified by works; as in this caſe 


ſomething done by himſelf, or found in him, 
would be the ptocuring cauſe, or condition of his 
juſtification through the righteouſneſs of CRU 


with the ſchool-men teach, © What is the cauſe 


_ of cauſe; is alſo the cauſe of the effect immedi- 


ately Ess y it it But mia Hy an in 
ads lee 


0 eee 


| © » Quod of cauſs caſe of u cauſe canis This maxim 


is liable to exceptions, but it will certainly hold good in 
this caſe; for if it is the perſon's own obedience to the law. 
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. the cauſe or crc e 


We anſwer, In a large ſenſe it may be ſaid to 


be fo, as without it no ſinner can be juſtified; 
but it cannot in any proper ſenſe be called the 


condition of Juſtification, unleſs we ſhall n 


that a man's receiving a gift that is freely given 
him, is the condition of his poſſeſſing and en- 


joying the benefit of it; or that there cannot be 
wh +. or unconditional grant-of any thing. 


Finally, The righteouſneſs. of the Lord 
Je5vs, by ORR, en are juſtified, is an 
everlaſting 

havent in kim, that intitles him to the benefit of Ounier's 
righteouſneſs, it is evident that his juſtification muſt 


more upon that than upon this z or that ſome- good done 


by hiti{glf, or found in him, may with greater propriety 
Wars procuring cauſe of his juſtification, than 
the righteouſneſs of Cunts itſelf, Should it be ohjected, 
that faith, which is the ſinner's own akt, is lo neceſſary 


in order to juſtification, that without it none can enjoy 


the benefit of Cas ist's righteoaſneb; we anfwier; That 
does not intitle or give a claim to the benefit of that 


— ter Ow 


righteouſneſs, but only improves The- claim that the perſon 
had beſore to that righteouſneſs, and the whole benefit of 
it, in conſequence of the revelation and exhibition of it 


| to fianers in the goſpel, as u free-git- to be received. by 
| faith, The receiving of a-gift,) in the nature of the thing, 


i neceſſary in order to a perſon's enjoying the benefit 


of it; yet no one will ſay, that the perſon's claim to it 


is founded on his receiying of it; for if it were fo, it 
is eaſy to ſee that he could never warratitably receive or 
take poſſeſſion of it. Juſt ſo it is in the caſe aboventen- 
tioned. Faith is necellary in order to the finner's'enjoy- 
ing the benefit of the Redeemer's rightcouſneſs, but does 


not properly give any FRY Juſtiſication is 35 
Faith, that it 9 70 appear to be wholly of grace, Rom. iv. 16. 


«f 


wa to « > - 
* # 


thus forfeited" all title to the fayour of Gon, 


and every g. The believer's inherent 
rig ſoon ſtained and ſported'by ſin, 


which he daily commits; for even 4" juf mar 


 falleth ſeven" times (m); that is, frequently, yea 


many tienes in one day. If his title to juſtifica- 


tion and everlaſting life therefore depended upon 
his on righteouſneſs, he could not be certain 


of either any one day of his life, yea not for one 


hour or moment. But the righteouſneſs of the 
Mediator, which is the ground of his jufti- 
fication, and meritorious cauſe of all his hap- 
pineſs, is an everlaſting righteouſneſs (u). It 
is a righteouſneſs with which Gov is, and 
through eternity will be, well pleaſed; as 
well pleaſed, as when it was firſt wroyght. | It 
is a righteouſneſs the work of which is peace, 

and the effett of it quietneſt and affurantt x ox 
171705 As it is evetlaſting in ieſelf, che 


believer can never loſe his inrereſt ww 


and therefore the benefit of it is enſured to 
him, and will be enjoyed by him in evi 
period of his exiſtence here, and through all 


the ages of eternity hereafter, Hence it is, 


chat the believers juſtification is not, like » 
ſanctification and inherent TS liable 
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more or leſs holy, according to the different 
degrees of grace communicated to his ſoul, but 
he cannot be more or leſs juſtied. Juſtifica - 
tion admits of no degrees. It may be more or 


| leſs clearly manifelle in the conſcience, and to 
the ſoul of a believer, but it is ſtill the ſame 


in itſelf. When he firſt believes on the name 
of the Son of Gop his juſtification is complete, 
and will remain ſo for ever. So much is plainly 
intimated by the Apoſtle, when he ſays, There 
is now no condemnation to them that are in CHRIS 
Jzsvs, who Toit: nat m_ the ee 125 in ab 
I . e an 


| We noW earn to the third ching eee 
which was to ſhew in what reſpects the righ- 
teouſneſs by which believers are juſtified may be 
ſaid to be of Gop, Their righteouſneſs is of me * 
ſaith, the Loan. how LE 3 

That righteouſneſs by which believers. are ab 
tified, and on which their claim to ſpiritual bleſs- 
ings promiſed in the covenant of grace is wholly 
founded, may be ſaid to be of eg, 
I. To diſtinguiſh it from their own ri gbteouſ- 
nels, a righteouſneſs wrought out by ET 
in their own perſons. The righteouſneſs, of in- 
nocent Adam, was of Gon, as it was, he who. 
ſtamped his image upon the ſou) of man in his 
firſt formation; and not only endowed him with 
power and ability to obey the law, but created 
him with a pure and holy nature, containing 
the principles of all holy obedicnge.., Yet the 


s) Rom. viii. 1. 9 rlg 


righteouſneſs by which he was to be juſtified, 
and obtain a title to We dn life, e 


3 0 


eee to the Fas But the moet th on 


account of which believers are juſtified; under 
the covenant of grace, is ſo of Gop' as not to 
be at all of themſelves, either as the workers or 
ſubjefs of it, in any ſenſe whatſoever. They are 


ſaved, juſtified and ſanctified, not by works of « 


righteouſneſs which they have done. The righte- 
ouſneſs which is the ground of their acceptance 
with Gop, and the meritorious cauſe of their 


falvation, is not their own, but a righteouſneſs 
which they have, or become Ped of, only 


by faith (q). 
he righteouſneſs of Wasen chat righteouſ- 


neſs which is the ground of their ea os 
may be ſaid to be of Gop, 

2. Becauſe Gop in infinite wiſdom and love 
provided it, and appointed it to be wrought, out 
for them. He laid help upon one that was migh- 
ty (r); one well qualified in all reſpects for ac- 
compliſhing the work of man's redemption 
one who was able not only to fulfil all the pre- 


cepts of the law in the moſt perfect manner, but | 


alſo to ſatisfy all the demands of juſtice; which 
no mere creature could do. Go the Father's 
laying help upon this mighty One, implies his 


appointing him to do whatever was neceſſary in 
order to the ſalvation of r X ſinners; 3 and 


1 2 $; parti- 
(7 Tit. iii. 5s Phil. ii iii. 9. ([r) Paal. laid 19. 


through imputed Righteouſneſs, &c. 33 
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: larly, to. obey the law and ſuffer death 
21 them; and thus work out a righteouſneſs 
by which they might be juſtified.. Whatever 
Carrsr did for the redemption of ſinners, he 
did in obedience to his Father's will. Hence, 
| ſays he, Lo, I comp: in the volume ef he hook it 
is written of me ; I delight to do | 
Gop; and in another place, 13 
heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of 
bim that ſent me (6). The work of redemption, 
. with regard both to the purchaſe and applica- 
tion of it, is called The pleaſure of the Lond (4); 
becauſe it was what Fehovah the Father did 
_ - chooſe, call, and appoint him ta, or gove "ow 
d (u) 
'\+ "m0 Dhe fghteouſurd by which believes: are 
jiuſtiſied, may be ſaid to be of Gop, becauſe not 
only was the bringing of it in the reſult of a di- 
vine appointment, but it was aQtually wrought 
out for them by Gop in the perſon of the Son; 
Gop 2 forth bis Sou made of 4 wonian, made 
under the law, to redeem them that were | wider 
the law (e. Wherefore was he made under 
the law? Doubtleſs that he might fulfil 
it by obeying its precepts. and ſuffering} its 
penalty. Wherefore did he fulfil the law ? 
It was that he might redeem them from the 
curſe of the law, or from its condemning power, 
as a covenant of works, By his obedience and 
death * brought, in wm * 


Fal 1 7 1 Job ) Ila. li OM 
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through imputed Raghteouſneſs, &c. 5 
which being imputed to them for their juſtifica- 
tion, in the day of believing, they become dead 
zo the law, ſo as to have no more ta do with it; 
nothing to hope, and nothing to fear from it 
as a covenant, more than if they had never 
been under it (CW. 
By his obeying the law, and latisfyiog ud. 
ed juſtice for them as their fœderal head and 
5 ſurety, he became the end of the law for righteouf- 
neſs to them; and his righteouſneſs" being im- 
puted to them when they firſt believe on his 
name, The righteouſneſs F the law is fulfilled in 
them (x); or the law, as a covenant of works, 
has nothing more to demand of them, nor they 
any more to do with it in that reſpect. It is by 
his obedience that they are made righteous. Hence 
he is called he Lord. their righteouſneſs. Not 
only has he directed them how to obtain a righ- 
teouſneſs by which they may be juſtified, but 
- he himſelf is their righteouſneſs, as having 
wrought out a juſtifying righteouſneſs for them, 
which they become poſſeſſed of in conſequence - 
of their union with him by faith (y), | 
This righteouſneſs may be ſaid to be of God, 
4. Becauſe it is a righteouſneſs which in the # 
goſpel he freely makes over to them; and he war- 
rants, or allows and authoriſes them to claim 
and appropriate it to themſelves ; to improve it 
as) Weir own, cor gr. poker epmornſio 
1 ben 
r 6 ee ee 
0 Jer. a 15. ale, 24, 35+; ©. 
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| * . Saad FOR wandten, 
as the fole ground of their acceptance with him; | 
and the meritorious cauſe of all their ſalvation. 
The great deſign of the goſpel, is to reveal this 
F righteouſneſs ; therefore in it the righteouſneſs of . 
Soy is ſaid to be revealed from faith to faith (2). 
It is called the miniſtration of righteouſneſs ; and 
the preaching of it is called the preaching of righ- 
xeouſneſs (a). It 3s the revelation of this righte- 
ouſneſs that firſt opens a door of hope to the 
guilty awakened ſinner, who ſees himſelf con- 
demned at the bar of Gop's holy law and juſ- 
tice, and wholly incapable of doing any thing 
to appeaſe the wrath of Gop, or N his fa. 
your. 
The goſpel brings good tidings to all people, by 


revealing a righteouſneſs which is ſufficient for 


the juſtification of the greateſt and moſt guilty 
ſinners belonging to the fallen race of Adam, 
and afſuring them that they are ſufficiently war- 
ranted to claim the benefit of it. af | 
Me read of the gift of rig bteouſneſs, by receiv- 
ing which believers are juſtified, Rom. v. 17. 
That it is the righteouſneſs of CHRIS, which 
is imputed to belieyers for their juſtification» 
that is there meant, is evident from the ſcope 
and. whole proceſs of the apoſtle's reaſoning in 
that chapter, It may be called a gift with re- 
ſpect hoth to ſaints and and ſinners. By the 
former it is received, to the latter it is offered, as 
a free gift, Believers could not receive it as a 
gift, if it were not offered indefinitely to ſinners . 
) Rom. i. 17. (a) 2 Cor. iii. 9. Plalm xl. 9. 


Rightofur &c. Ir 


is ſuch; for We is not founded upon any 


ching that diſtinguiſhes them from other ſinners 
who hear the goſpel, but upon the promiſe or 


word of ſalvation, hich is addreſſed equally to 
all who hear it. Cugtsr himſelf, and all the 
bleſſings of ſalvation purchaſed by him, are given 
or freely offered to ſinners in the goſpel; en, | 


| TRE his righteouſneſs muſt be ſo too (60. 

5. The righteouſneſs by which W are 
| juſtified, may be ſaid to be of 'Gop, becauſe it 
is a righteouſneſs which he graciouſly imputes to 
them as the ground of their juſtification. Hence 
ſays the apoſtle, —David deſcriberh the bleſſedneſs 


of the man unto whom Gov. imputeth to righteouſneſs = 
without works (c). By righteouſneſs without 


works, which Gov is ſaid to impute unto believ- 
ers, it is evident we are to underſtand the righ- 
reouſneſs of Cuxisr, which is apprehended by 
faith, and imputed to believers for their juſtiff- 
cation. This, and this only, with reſpect to 

them, can be called a righteouſneſs without wag > 


and it is what the apoſtle in the foregoing chap- 


ter calls the righteouſneſs of Gop without the' lam; 
and in the 11th verſe of the ſame chapter, the 


righteouſneſs of faith ; becauſe, as he had for- 


merly intimated, it is'by faith of Jasvs Crintsr 
upon all them that believe. It is upon them, as be- 


ing 2 to men, reckoned or FRE to 


their 


12. e OT Main BIAS en Fi bng Peg AF 
Ia xlii. 6, 7. xlix. 6. Prov. 1. 3 and viii. 4. 
and ix. 4, 6. John vi. ga. Rev.! ill, Aer d 17. 

(c) Rom. iv. 6. ” 
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eee "foe all G8 bnd, and-purpfes, of 
. outiin their own perſons. As Cunter was made 


| ving. his righteouſneſs imputed to them, and en- 


uſtification, as really as if they had wrought it 


fin for them by having their ſins. i to 


eee eee! they de- 
ſerved, they are made Highteoufneſs in him by ha- 


joying the benefit of it. Therefore, ſays the 
apoſtle, He bath made bim to be fin for us, who 
new no fin; that we yl wand ad 
au of Goo 2 n(#). ORC 8; 


| The fourth thing 9 in the 5 : 
was. to ſhew what may be imported in God's 


teſtimony, or gracious declaration, concerning 


that righteouſneſs by which his people are juſ- 
tified, publiſhed for their comfort and encou- 
ragement, in theſe remarkable words, Their 


"righteouſneſs is of me, ſaith the Lord. 


This gracious declaration from the wowth' of 


| Jenovan himſelf, the righteous Judge, then, 


may import. 

1. That he does not expect, does not require, 
any thing to be done by men themſelves, in or- 
der to their Juſtification before him. He till 
indeed requires of all mankind perfect obedi- 


ence to his law, The obligation of the Moral 


Law, as à rule of obedience with reſpe& to 
man, being founded on his neceſſary dependence 
; __ wu for his beings nnn and all 

fe Unt, 


9 cor 19 10 


Wa Ys SE WI 3 


things, can never be vacated or diſanulled, more 
than Gop can ceaſe to be Gon, or man- ceaſe 
to be a creature wholly dependent upon him. 
The law therefore, as a rule of duty, does 
equally bind all men to obedience, in all poſ- 


ſible conditions and circumſtances. But no 


obedience to the law, no good works or quali- 


fications, are required of any belonging to the 
wr dl. u u the <veditien A. 5 


tification. | 


e ee foul r boomers: 0 


ſay, If I could perform this and the other duty 
in a right manner; If I were ſo and ſo holy, I 
might hope that Gop would accept of me. 
What is this, but to ys in effect, that if you 
had a righteouſneſs of your own, you might 
expect to be juſtified ; but that you cannot 
hope to find acceptance with Go, if that is 
wanting ; or in other words, that your juſtifying 
righteouſneſs ' muſt be of your/elf, your own in- 


herently and ſubjectively? Is not this plainly 


to contradict the teſtimony of Gop himſelf con- 
cerning this matter, who ſays in the text, Their 
righteouſneſs is of Ms z not of themſelves, but of 
ME ; a righteoufneſs which I have provided, 
and which they have of me by free gift. What 
is primarily required of all the hearers of the 
goſpel is, not that by doing works of righteouſ- 

neſs, or obedience to the law, they endeavour 


ana themſelves to the divine fayour | 
and acceptance z but that, unworthy and guilty . 
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good works performed by himſelf. Hence ſays 


— 


60 W Dutrine of helles 


U are, they believe on the name ern Se | 
of Gov for juſtification,” deliverance from the 


guilt of fin, the wrath of Gop, and all falya- 
tion. This is the work of Gov, ſays our Log, 


that ye believe on him whom be hath ſent (e) ; and 
what is the immediate effect of this faith, or be- 
living on CuzisT? It is the Juſtification of 
the guilty ſinner without the intervention of any 


the Apoſtle Paul, By bim ALL THAT BELIEVE are 
juſtified from all things, from which they cont not 


be juſtified by the law. of Moſes (f). 


2. The declaration in the text implies, this | 
God in receiving ſinners into a .ſtate of favour 


with himſelf, admitting them to gracious com- 


munion with him, and beſtowing mercies and 
bleſſings upon them, hath ſtill an eye to the 
righteouſneſs of his own Son, as the ſole ground 
of their acceptance with him, and the procur- 
ing cauſe of all the good that they receive from 
him. Thus, after he had promiſed to do many 
great -and glorious things for his people, and 
to beſtow many precious bleſſings upon them, 
he as it were points to the meritorious” cauſe of 
all, or ſhews wherefore he would deal thus gra- 
ciouſly with them, who in themſelves were al- 
together unworthy of his favour, in theſe re- 


markable words, Tbeir | righteouſneſs is f ME. 


„They have no righteouſneſs,” might he ſay, 
— OE" can ann _— to my kunde but 1 


n have 
O0 Jobnvi. ag. 00 Afaxili gg. 


* mands of my law and juſtice. This I freely” 
give unto them, and upon it they may 
„ found a claim to all promiſed bleſſings, with 


« as much confidence as if they were perfectly 
« righteous in their own perſons. All the good 


that they receive or expect, agreeably to the 


<«<. promiſes I have made to them, is of me; and 


<«. that. righteouſneſs which is the procuring cauſe 
« of all, and gives them a juſt and legal claim 


eto all, is of me alſo, is my free gift to them: 


« 7 beir righteouſneſs. is of me, ſaith the Lond. It 
is on account of this righteouſneſs that will 


6 do all that I have promiſed to do for them. 


Nut fur their ſaber, but for mine own ſake will Ido 


« it; that my infinite grace may be manifeſted, 
* magnified, and glorified: and, the demands of 
** my law and juſtice being fully anſwered by 
A perfect [righteouſneſs wrought out in their 
t ſtead and imputed to them, the honour: of 
« all my glorious; attributes and perfections 
sis effectually ſecured; Here mercy and truth 


other ; or, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, Grace reigns 
_ #brough. righteouſneſs unto n 11180 by Jzsus 
Cnntsr aur Loxn (g. 2 

3. Theſe words, Their ed is of me, 
import, that it is the will of God, that · believ- 
ers, in all their Wt to him and deal- 
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have graciouſly provided a righteouſneſs for 
them, a righteouſneſs that anſwers all the de- 
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ings with him, renouncing their own PHY 
neſs as altogether unavailable - for their juſtifi- 
cation, ſhould make the righteouſneſs. of the 
Mediator, God-man, EuuaAvunz, the ſole foun · 
. thy righteouſneſs, oven of thine only(b). This Pauf 
did; for he deſired in all his dealings with an 
infinitely holy and juſt Go p, to be found in 
Cunts, not having his atun rigbuaatſ u 
but that wwhich is through tht faith of Curigr, the 
nighteouſneſs which is of God by faith (i). Thus 
the exerciſe. of his heart was agreeable ts the 
do@rine which he taught; namely, that believ- 
ed only in the Beloved ; and that in CANIsT 
alone they have redemprron,. and conſequently 
pardon of fin, and acceptance with ———— 5 
has blood, or the merit of his xi 0 
Some perhaps may be ready to ſay, If we were 
6 and ſo holy, poſſeſſed of ſuch and ſuch gra- 
vour of Gon ; but how ſball we, who are fo 


method of reaſoning has a ſhe of humilicy, 
but it indicates the working of a legul ſpirit, 
een of nee "OO 


"td — &c. OG 
lt imports a practical denial of the teſtimony, of 
Gon: concerning his Son; This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleaſed () ; and of the im- 
portant and gracious declaration in the text, 
Their right eawfneſs, that righteouſneſs by which 


they ate juſtified, and on which they muſt build 


all their hopes of pardon and acceptance with 
eee oma aer hor e, 
e Tae eh ehen ae 6 0 ch 
enen e ene as a ground of 
acceptance with Gop, is a well-founded claim. 
Ir is not à man, it is not an angel, but the 
great Jewovan himſelf, who ſays, Their righte- 
eignes 55 of ne. What he has graciouſly pro- 


vided for ſinners, and. freely gives to them, they . 


may- wareantably claim,” take the benefit- and 
comfort of. What he hath ſaid before them 
in a way of grace, they may. warrantably fay 
after him in a way of believing. Has he ſaid 
for the encouragement of his people, conſcious 


of many defects and ſinful. imperfections at- 


tending their exerciſe in their approaches to 
him, and all cheir ſervices, -7'beir righteouſueſs is 


of mn; Then they may boldly, each one for 


him, ſay, Surely in tbe Lond have. I righteonſ- 


neſs." Here a foundation is laid, not only for 
ſome probable conjectures and chearing hopes, 


but for the confidence and full aſſurance of faith. 
Did the faith of the Lozp's people bear a due 
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| ſtrong, vigorous and ſteady," as exactly to cor 
| feſpond unto the pfomiſe and teſtimony of Goo 
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in the goſpel, it would exclude all fear and 
doubting But while they are in this imperfect 


| fate, . will gin be "ſomething lacking in 


their faith, as well as in every other grace; and 
therefore we need not wonder though we find 
them often almoſt fainting through diffidence, 


_ tormented with fear, and Ns toy ones 


ragements of various Kinds. F 
5. The encouraging declaration in the text 


itnports, that though believers in approaching 


to Gop ſhould be bumbled, they have no reaſon 
to be intimidated, by a ſenſe of their own guilt 
and ſinfulneſs. Though they ought" ever to 
chink meanly of themſelves, and acknowledge; 
with Jacob, that they are © leſs than the leaſt 
all Gov's. mercies;” with David, that * if 
Go ſhould mark iniquity they could not fand 
« hefore him,” and with the church; that*they ate 


all as anunclean thing (1); they can never think 
x00 highly and honourably of CuRIsT and his 
righteouſneſs. Their fin has brought them very 
low, debaſed them even unto hell; but in the 
righteouſneſs of their bleſſed Surety and Redeem- 
er they are exalted; exalted above the fears of 
wrath and condemnation ; exalted to a ſtare of 
1 favour with Gop ; exalted higher than man in 


a ſtate of innocence, higher than the angels that 


| never ſinned. Hence is that ſweet note in the 


believer's 
Q Gen. xxxii. 10. Pſalm cxxx, 3. T6. kxiv. 6, 


i Klizvde's'forig; In 10 e e rejoice: all 


tile dy; 1 THY: + oa comet erin | 


TED (Df 
6. Finally, the e ee ee an che text 


may import, that the method of juſtifying ſin- 


ners, through a divine righteouſneſs imputed to 
them, is a contrivance every way worthy of 
Gov. - This therefore he does as it were glory 


in, Their righteouſneſs is of me, ſaith the Loxb. 


J have found an expedient; might he ſay, for 


<. ſecuring the honour of my ' violated law and 
r offended juſtice, and of all my injured' attri- 
« butes and perfections, in the juſtification and 
4 ſalvation of guilty ſinners, by providing them 
with a tighteouſneſs which does as fully an- 


60 ſwer the ſeveral demands of my law and juſ- 
< tice; as if they had wrought it out in their 


« own perſons.“ Sing, O heavens, and be jey- 


ful, O earth: Men be aſtoniſhed! Angels won- 


der at the contrivance: Their . of 
amen 


| The laſt thing propoſed was to W Gow 
practical Improvement of the ſubject, which we 


ſhall do in a few Inferences. 
* this text and doctrine then, 


. We may be informed of the miſery of alt 
men by nature. They are. without. ri righteouſ- 7 


| neſs. They have ho righteouſneſs to appear in, 
or bottom their confidence upon, in their ap- 


(m) Plalm lxxzix, 16. 


. 1 + 
: A t 7 
* : 
. * 5 
ia — * i 
. 


- we 


* 


e. writcen in the book of the law to do them 


is with convincing evidence manifeſted, and as 
it were intimated to the conſcience of the ſinner 
by the Spirit of Gop, in the day of converſion.” 


s t0:Gov, Had. rays open 


"Ha na have been no need for the . miſſion 
of the Son of Gop into this lower world, or for 


his afſumption af dhe human nature in order to 


work aut a righteouſneſs for their juſtification. 
They have as yet no intereſt in that righteouſneſs 


which e of eee 


have not ſeen themſelves to be by nature wholly 


_ deſtitute of a juſtifying righteouſneſs, yea co 
demned to everlaſting death by the law ef Gor 


for their unrightpouſneſs ; not only for their 
manifold breaches of the law, but alſo for their 
re 
able with the former. 

IT be ſcripture e eee e ee 
Ader ds guile.of is. and condemning ſentence 
of the Law; and we are told, that ( every one 
* is curſed who continueth nat in all chings 


What is thus doctrinally revealed in ſcripture, 


Thus he is made to lee himſelf a loft — 
' @ child of rorath, and an heir of he 
Shen 55 © halle work of convidtion and Mu- 
mination he gets a diſcovery of the ſtrengtk of 
ſin in his ſoul, as well as of the guilt and de- 
merit of it, yea of the total depravation of his 
nature; he deſpairs of obtaining a deliyerance_ 
From the curſe of the law and wrath of Goo by 


any 


_— 


MPO PRISON YT FORE IIB: 7 
4574 7 PF N 

* 4 A , 
6 : : 


| e * Thus hot is as it 
wore , ae the faith, and ſees his abſolute 


a. , for juſtification and ſans. 


iow-agpiatt all unanalinnd, and unrighteouſneſs 
of men; and it muſt- alſo be revealed in the 
conſcience of the inner by the Spirit of Gon, 
before he will believe on Cna ler for righteouſ- 
neſs. The holy Spirit, in applying the redemp- 


tion purchaſed by Cnnisr, convinces firſt of 


in, and then of righteouſneſs (n). The Law, 
by diſcovering the guilt and demerit of fin, and 
the miſery of ſinners, is as it were qur ſchool- 
maſter to bring us to Car4sT,, that we may be 
Anil A... ͤ ͤ IE] 

2. Hence we may ſee the great, the wonder- 
ful and amazing love of Gop to ſinners of 


mankind. When throug h the glaſs « of his own - 


dectee he ſaw what a be, and deplorable 
condition they. would bring themſelves into z 
aw them lying under a ſentence of death, con- 
demned to everlatihg puniſhment by the law, 


and altogether unable to. do any thing for their 


cn relief and deliverahce, he found a propi- 
Manon, and provided a righteouſneſs by which 
they might be juſtified. The love of Gon, 
- manifeſted in the glorious contrivance of fal- 
vation, through the, righteouſneſs and blood of 
| J=3s, will excite holy. wonder and admiration 
in the hearts of all who are ſupernaturally en- 
. lightened 


__ (6) John xvi. 8, (o) Gal, ili, 24. 
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68 the Do&rine if Weſtſide 


© aiphtencd to diſcern the things of ie Spit of 
.Gop, Goo, in in appointing his own Son, his 
only begotten Son, to out a righteouſneſs 
for the juſtification of guilty. ſinners, by ful- 
filling the law, and ſuffering death for them, 


has given ſuch a diſcovery of his love to them as 


is ſufficient to ſtrike all who hear of it with 
everlaſting aſtoniſhment. This is love which 
never had a parallel, love that paſſeth knowledge (p). 
It will be the wonder of heaven, of the redeem- 


ed from among men, and all the holy angels, 
through the never-ending ages of eternity. * 


From this text and doctrine we may ſee 
the difference between the covenant of works 
and the covenant of grace, The covenant of 
works demanded a righteouſneſs, or perfect obe- 
dience to the law, of man himſelf. Without 
this he could have no claim to the bleſſing pro- 
miſed. Life, including the continuance of Gop”s $ 
favour, and everlaſting happineſs, was pro- 


miſed only on condition of perfect, perſonal and 


perpetual obedience to the law of Gob; and 
therefore if man tranſgreſſed the law, or failed 


in performing what it required, in any one in- 


ſtance, he had nothing to claim, or expect. but 
the execution of the threatening, or death in its 


full latitude and utmoſt extent. But the cove- 


nant of grace requires no righteouſneſs, no obe- 

dience, cither perfect or e of man n him. . 
: N | . 4 ſelf 

(8) Eph. iii. 1g. | 


* 
| a * 5 
—_ i 


8 


ee — &e. * 
"_ order tö his acceptance with Gop, or a8 
the condition of everlaſting happineſs. ' It fup- 
poſes man to be what he really is, deſtitute of 
all righteouſheſs and every good qualification; 
and therefore does not require of him any thing 


of thar kind; but promiſes every thing neceſſary 
to his juſtification, ſanctification, and complete 


ſalyation, freely and unconditionally. 


Some, as Arminians and Neonomians, ſeern' to 


think that the covenant of works and the cove- 
nant of grate differ chiefly in this, that under 
the former perfet obedience was required, bur 
under the latter fncere obedience, though im- 


perfect, is admit s the condition of juſti- 
fication. ' This is far from being a juſt or ſcrip- 


tural account of the matter; for, as in the in- 
ſpired writings, particularly in the New Teſta- 


ment, works and grace, the righteouſneſs of the | 


uw and the righteouſneſs of faith, a man's own 


_ righteouſneſs and be righteouſneſs of Gob, are 


directly oppoſed to each other (4), it is evident, 


that the difference between the firſt and ſecond 4 
covenant, or the covenant of works and the co- 


yenant of grace, does not ly in this, that the 


one requires of man perfe?, and the other only. 


fincere, obedience in order to juſtification ; but 
that the principal difference between them is, 


that according to the tenor of the covenant of 


works, aun was 66 Be Janin aud beten ti- 
| 1 SL -" tle 


'® Raw, xi. 6: and iii, We an ROS 


Fly 12s Phil, iii, 9. 
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verlaſtir life by his Met ö 

" teoufueſa ; whereas, according to the conſtirg- 

| - tion of the covenant of grace, he is juſtified, 
Wn pron a rg to een gated 

righteouſneſs of . another (v 0 

* tenor of the cöbenänt of . is, The 

nan that doth theſe things, ſhall live by them. The 

tenor of the covenant. of grace is, I will give 394 
Op the ſure mercies of David (5). The former was 

| adapted to the ſtate of the righteous, af one 
endowed with power to obey the law in.a per- 

fect manner, and who had done nothing to in- 

cur the diſpleaſure of Gon, or forfeit his favour; 

the latter was made for the guilty, the weak. 

and deſtitute, who had not only loſt all claim 

to the fayour of Gon, and become obnoxious to | 
his wrath, but were altogether unable to do any 
thing well- pleaſing or acceptable to him. In 
hort, the coyenant of works made no proviſion 
or the diſobedient and the guilty, and promiſed 
nothing to them; but in the covenant of grace 
E fuirable pros is made for ſuch 


I, and none 
or any other 3 all its promiſes reſpec them, and 
are addreſſed to them. Such unqueſtionably | 
. yere the apoſtle Peter's hearers, whom: we read 
of As ii. and he declares that the promiſe was 
unto them, and to ſuch as they were; The pro- 
17 is unto you, and 10 your children,” and 10 all 


that are afar off, even @s many. as the Loan our 
ee 


4. Hence 
90 ts) ts . 4 Rom. v. 18, 19. 2 Cor. v. 2. 
0 Ads iii. 15 (%% AQs il. 39. 


nn 71 
; wy Hence we may learn what is the nature, 


excellence and glory of the goſpel. - The great 
deſign of it is to reveal to fallen men Curr, 
as 4 Saviour, and his righteouſneſs, as the only 
DONS es reed e In the 
bee laxequires nothing of ſinners 
as a condition of life, but declares what Cuasr, 
the Surety, has done and ſuffered to procure - 
it for them. It is juſt. the good news, or glad 

tidings of ſalvation purchaſed for ſinners by 
his righteouſneſs and blood, and freely promiſed 
to them through him. The law requires, even 
of man in his lapſed Nate, a perfect rightcouſneſs 
as the condition of juſtification; as that withour = 
which no fort or daughter of Alam can find ac- 

ceptance, or be received into a ſtare of reconci- 
lation and favour with Gon. It is the peculiar 

excellence and glory of the goſpel to reveal that | 
ightequſneſs ; to ſhew how ſindub meri lying un 

e curſe and condemnatory ſentence of the 
law, may find it and beeome poſſeſſed of it, and ſo 
be admitted to the enjoyment of all that happi- 
neſs which by ſim they loſt. and forfeited. It des 
clares that this righteouſheſs: is to be obtained, 


— 


not by working, but by believing, or by receiving 
it as the free gift of God. Toreveal, and exhibit 
this righteouſneſs 3 to ſhew the neeeſſity of it, 
the means of obtaining an intereſt in it, and 
the happineſs of thoſe to whom it is imputed, 
e er . homes og eee 
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openings. 
Wai This the apoſtle plainly intimates; hben 
he ſays, The righteouſneſs of Gon without the lau 


prophets, even the righteouſneſs of Gop"'\which: is 


by faith of Jz8vs' CIT unte all, and upon all 
them that believe (u). They who deny the doc: 


trine of juſtification through imputed righte- 
onſneſs, and maintain that ſinners are juſtified: 


by their own obedience to the law, perfect or 
imperfect, or by obeying} the precepts of the 


e 


of the goſpel. They pervert the goſpel of 
Cuaisr, and preach another ' goſpel; a goſpel 
which, far from being good news, or tidings" f 
great joy to all people, does not afford the leaſt 
ſolid ground of encouragement to any one fin- 
it, When it leaves men under the curſe of the 
law, and the wrath" of God, and conſequently 


excluded from all gracious communion with him, 


till by their own works of obedience; either 


to the law or goſpel, they have procured a ti- 


tle to his favour ? But for a perſon under the 
curſe, and conſequently under the power of ſin, 
to do any thing well-pleafing to Gon, we muſt 

acknowledge is abſolutely | impoſſible ;-unleſs © 


ve chooſe to contradict the teſtimony; of the 


inſpired apoſtle, who declares, that without Haid c 
— to eu Gons'y yeh, che 1 


6 Rom, iii. 1 21. 
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of bur bleſſeck Lon himſelf, who affirms, that 


is no true goſpel but that: in which abe rigb. 


e ee eee Gere 
conſequential to it. 1 na 
ws. r 


taſte of thoſe who, like the Jets of old, ſeek = 


righteouſneſs, or juſtification by, or as it were 


| by the works of che law. Such perſons do da- 


bout in vain. Tbeir web will never become a 


garment, neither ſhall they be able to cover tbem 
; ſelves. with their works. The flimſy garment 
of their own... righteouſneſs, .. which they ſpin 


for themſelves out of their own, bowels, will 
be as unayailable for ſecuring them from the 


ſtorm of di 


Any obedience. to the law hich the legaliſt 
performs, is not only imperfect, and ſo inſuffi- 


cient for his juſtification; but being wholly 
ſelfiſh and mercenary, it is ng obedience at all 
in God account. It wants the very efentials 

of true obedience, as it is not performed from a 
e 2 an * to 


D 
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yu. 6. 6, inks vi. 43. Java 1. @) Rom. i, 17. 


1 


a corrupt tret cannot bring forth goad fruit ; and > 
| that without him we can do nothing (v). There 


|  beoufueſs of Gov is revealed from faith-to faith (20), 
as the ouy ground of a finner's juſtification, and 


pri | 
th 66 1 


vine Vengeance, as 2. ſpider's web. is 
for 8 a man from the rigours of the 
It is at beſt, but a refuge of dies, Which 
— (Gop's wrath will ſweep away, 
and the fire of his indignation utterly conſume. 
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that the greateſt ſinner has no reaſon to 


— 2 1 cs 
. diſcovers itſelf more clearly, or operates more 
 roogly, than by deſpifing, or diſregarding the 


methad: of ſalvation by grace revealed in the 


_ goſpel. | Every breach of the law, and much 
more an habitual contempt of the goſpel, which 


every proud /e/f-jufticiary is chargeable with, is a 
ape engen, ABR yr iro 
Cop. 4 N 

ies this mit; and üdedhhen ww my ſos 


Though he has no his own, 
and is chatgeable with the guilt of ſo many, and 
fo highly aggravatedl tranſgreGons, that in his 
own apprehenfion he is the greateſt ſinner out 
of hell, that righteowſneſs which is revealed in 
the goſpel is every way ſufficient for his jufti- 
keation, The Hood ef Cnnter clan from * 


alt fn; and there is a ſufficiency of merit in 
; the ri 
ane with Gon for the great mer. Hence 
the goſpel which reveals this righteouſhefs, and 


efs of Cnz1sT to procure accept» 


brings it near to finfal men, is ſlid to be good 
tidings of great joy 0 all people, the moſt guilty 

and wretched among them not exeepted. None 
have reaſon to doubt of their-warrant to believe 


dn Enns for riglteouſneſz, ſince he himſelf has 
intimated, that he is exhibited in the diſpenſa- 


ton of the goſpel for this very end, that ſinners 


may dolheven eee di. E ey 
As Mafes lifted up the ferpent in the 
o muſt the Son of man be lifted up: that tobe 
life (u). \ Elſewhere he declares that no one, be 
he who he will, that cometh” unto him ſhall be 
rejected by him; Him chat cometh uro mc, ſays 
| be, {will in no wiſecaftont{y), After our Lord 
J=svs Cnnrsp himſelf has made theſe, and the” 
like: gracious declarations, for the 
ment of all ſorts of ſinners, it muſt” 60 went 
hrs ago for any who bear the character 
goſpel to ſin ners fo and'Þo quatified;':-This is 
not to prepare the way of ubs people, and gauber 
aut the ftories, whatever might obſtruct their ac- 

ceſs ta nis as a Saviour, or diſcourage them 
from coming to him fbi lift, as they are come 
manded (2); but to throw ſtumbling: blocks in 
their way e This is not to compet mers, the moſt 
worthleſs and wretched, 10 come in and partake 
erg eee e eee Th 
en to the commiſſion given to his ſer- 
vants (a), but to bolt the door againſt the Far 
be aſſured of welcome, chough ſome of the ſer - 
ö n cre manga Nes * 


. * —— 


14 Ia, 19, . (9 — . ol oe 


2 — 2 oo = i awed iS, — 


_ drink. judgment 
of bleſſing and ſalvation, which refreſhes and 


: f 


like the diſciples of ald(s); think it abet 


to ſend them — 8 unclean 0h, yo oi 


man A Ae d e ee e 


7. Hence we e Zülle e 


gueſts at a conmmnnnion table (c). None have 


reaſon to expect a gracious reception from the 


80 9 the feaſt, but thoſe that havr an in 


tereſt in his juſtifying; righteouſneſs. This is | 
the only righteouſneſs in which any ſinner can 


appear with acceptance before Go. This is 
te wedding - garment, without which none muſt; 


preſume to come to the wedding · feaſt, or to ſit 
down at the table of the Lon p. If any one do 


fo, he may expect a frown inſtead. of a+ ſmile, 


a curſe inſtead of a bleſſing, a fearful repulſe,: 
if not final rejection, inſtead of a welcome and 
gracious: reception. Such a one will eat and 
to himſelf. To him the cup 


ſtrengthens the ſouls of | believers, will be no 
better than a cup of poiſon. Calis in the ſa- 
crament, as well as in the diſpenſation: of the 


| 1 „ 


„ 48. n 


**Shoula any Fug Hows: ſhall cw} ae. 
r the righteduſ- 
neſs. of CHAIS , the bleſſed Surety; that righ- 

amade e ene eee 1s F 
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through imputed Rightiouſueſs, tee: 197 
We anſwer, If you have a ſpecial row wy; 
"Intereſt in this righteouſneſs, then 
1. Tou have ſeen yourſelves to be by nature 
wholly deſtitute of righteouſneſs, You have not 
only been convinced of many actual tranſgteſ- 
ſions and breaehes of the law of Gop,” that you 
eee with ;; but you have ſeen that you 
in a fate f ſin, and under the 
Lou have got a view of the de- 
Us your dnt HE DAP 
your nature, ſo as to be ready to acknowledge, 
with David, that you were ſhapen in iniquity, 
and conceived in fin; to ſay, with the Apoſtle, 
after the commandment came, and the Spirit of 
Gop had thoroughly convinced him of ſin, by 
ſetting home the law with power upon his con- 
ſcience; that in you, originally” and naturally, 
dwells. nq-good thing ;* and to join in that humble 
; confeſſion made by the Wn We'are all as 
an unclean thing (d). n 
RR) ohn ay NA PPS of your 
inability to obey the law, or of yourſelves to 
do any thing well-pleaſing or acceptable to Go, 
but you have ſeen yourſelves to be under its 
curſe, to be children of wrath,” and heirs of Hell. 
The ſentence of the law, condemning alt tranf- 
greſſors of it to everlaſting death, has been par- 
ticularly; and powerfully intimated to your con- 
ſciences. Thus you have had the ſentence f 
. ee e PER Ow” not vi in : 
#2 vour- 
pb Palm li. 5+ Rom, vii, 18, ts ban. 5 


7 , * v ** 
. 1 


WY ett Vote: 


mathe; The hw, av a ee een 
only accuſe and terriſy you; but wundef and 
| ſtew. you, Through che law, with the apoſtle, 
you became 7 dead to_the Ia Fou ſaw that after 
your moſt vigorous and ſedulous endeavours! to 
fulfil it, On nothing to expect from it but 
challenges, wounds, condemnation and death 
and fo died to it in point of hope and cenfidenee. 
You had no more any expectations of Tife,. of 

ation and ſalvation, Dre 


This kind of 
W death: is ordinarily previous to geſpel-life, 


Perſons Sn ee Jogd 6 he Low, Wh 
manner, before they can /ive nuto Heare 
ſays the apoſtle, 1 through the Jaw. an dead le 2 
dam, that 1 1 might live unto Gop D (4)... 

3. Lou have got a ſpiritual | and enen 
ral diſcovery of Car1sT and his righteouſneſs, 
What, is. revealed. in the goſpel concerning them, 
for the t of ſinners in general, has 
been revealed in yaur heart by the Holy Spirit. 
He has clearly, powerfully, and effectually: diſ- 

covered to you the neceſſity, excelleney and ſuit- 
ableneſs, of a Redeemer's-righteouſneſs; and at 
varrant you had to ur- it, claim and 
Improve it as your d The call and com- 
mand of Gob, enjoining ie ava" duty upon all 
who hear the goſpel, to believe on the name of 
* 1 W ſinner to do ſo. _ 
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"State beeoufueſs, ke. _ 
cd ap forged we finer finds 
wikh ſppaial application 9, kimfals, alt che Sph 

it to him. This is not the leaſt part of his work 
ni tnatfnct CinaraGo'reieam 
I i only by the Spirit of Gop that they come 
AF 

God .) 
4. Yow will make the righteouſneſs of C 
the ole houndation of your confidence before 
8 all your hopes of ſalvation. 
It is a view of this righteouſneſs alone chat en- 
——_ and emboldens you to, draw near to 


— — a 
near & Hu in offuras * 
You. have beon taught in IEC 
Gan; and this righteouſneſs ia the foundation 
of ail your pleas: at a throne of grace. Lou 
dare not come to Gop, but by Jaws Carr, 
who ia the way to. the Father, chiefly, as he is 
the Lox our tegen. Whas. che Margy 
fic in the fire, is the genuine | 
Rr 
+ but Canis; none but Canter.” It is an 
ann. | 
- +. 88 
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2 108 fole groan x of acceptance with Gov; that 
diſtinguiſhes'th e prayer of faith from all other 
Kinds of prayer ; and that Gov" always hears. 
To reje& it would be inconſiſtent with what he 
himſelf hath in the moſt ſolemn manner declared 
_ and' teſtified, for the encouragement of ſinners 
_ conſcious! of their own unworthineſs, ſaying, 
bis i my belrvd Sm, in whim I an . 
pla (b). 1 
5. The confidence of faith with which vou 
are enabled at any time to approach unto Gop, 
ds on a throne of grace, will ſtil be accompa- 
nied with an humble ſenſe of your own ſinful- 


> oh 


* + neſs and vileneſs. | When a view by faith' of 


what Car1sT has done for you, inſpires you with 
| courage and holy boldneſs, the conſideration of 
what you have done, and are in yourſelves, fills 
you with baly. ſhame. You will never be more 
ready to ſay with Ezra, Behold we are before thee, 
in our treſpaſſes (i); and we camo and before 
thee, becauſe of this; than when you are 9 5 
to ſpeak the language of faith, ſaying, 88 
| 4 the Loup have we righteouſneſs (k)\ 
6. When you are at any time Aiſcquieted by 
the accuſations of -conſcience, and à ſenſe of 


guilt, it is juſt a new diſcovery of the righte- 


ouſneſs of CarisT, and of the warrant you have 
to claim the benefit of it, in the light of the 


word and eg of en that gives you ® 
1 


hk) Matt. iii. RP 4 Ezra ix, 16. | 
) Ila, xlv. 26. ws AN 12 SF; 
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Cnntsr that all the wounds made in your von- 
ſeience by 'a ſenſe of ou and men, 
brance of fin, are healed. 
-9.-As you are juſtified n che *. 
 duſheſs'of Cunisr, you have alſo) had ſome 


euperlence of the fang pbwer uf his Spi- 


bs bh 
S 


rit. Juſtification and ſanctiftestion ate carefully 
to bo diſtinguiſhed, but they are he ver ſeparated, 
That faith by which the ſinner is juſtified, never 


fuils to Pukify the heart; and become an abid- 
ing principle of holy obedience in the oul. A 
cbuntetſeit falth vide CM isr, but true — 
He66ives* a whole Cunivr, It receives him for 
Lih&ificatidn as well as juſtification. The 
of Oö teaches all who receive it in truth 
deny, not only TelF-righteouſne 
yodlineſs and "worldly A, am 4 ut Joberly; righ- 
teoufly, and godly in this prefent world (n). Un- 
holy perſons, thoſe who live in ſin or love it, 
therefore have no intereſt in Cukisr or his righ. 


teduſneſs, Whatever they may pretend. The 


Practice and rhe love of fin ſhew that It fill 
ve ring! in ther ; and therefore chat they are not 

or in a ſtate of juſtification, but 
tin A 75 law, or iti a ſtate of condemnation, 
The gwilt and e of ſin, with reſpect to 


pra N always go together; and they are 


livered from both at one and the ſame i time, 


1 6 dani. 
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| - tion to the grace of Gov... You ſee! that grace 
_ reigns in your juſtification, ſanftificatign, . and 

the whole of your ſalvation ; and therefore that 

humble note in the church's ſong, will be the 


Principal note in yours, Not unte u, O Logn, 


2 4 ; x 8 4 0 6 4 
rr e ener oe rr 


not unto us, but unto thy name be the glory, fer thy 
mercy and for thy truths ſake. You are 
o be eternal debtors to the free and ſovereign 
grace of Gov, It is your deſire. that Cas 
may for ever wear the crown of your ſalvation. 
You will frequently anticipate that heavenly 
anthem, which will be ſung through eternity by | 
all the redeemed from among men; n it 
the Laux that was ſlain, to receive power, and 
: E 199% xs ITS: FN 0 


n e age text e dodtine we thay 
Jeayn what is the duty of all the hearers of the 
go oſpel. They are called to take hold of that 
righteouſneſs which God in his infinite wiſdom 
hath provided for guilty ſinners, and brings near 
to them in his word. This Ghent as the 


apoſtle teſtifies, is in the golpel. reycaled 1 
| faith (Pp). Wherefore i is it 92 14 to faith, but 


that finners, who are deſtitute of righteoyſneſs, 
oy, by faith apprebignd, receiye and rely upon 
4 6 e 
0 Rom. vi. 14. (0) Rev Ve 18. ©) aun. 


ed; namely, all ſinners of mankind, every crea - 


ture, in 'whoſe hearing his ſervants have acceſs 


to blow the goſpel trumpet (q). They all then 


Have a ſufficient warrant to claim the benefit of 


this righteouſneſs, to appropriate it to them- 


ſelves, and improve it by faith for all the ends 


and purpoſes of juſtification. When they do ſo 


for ſinners, revealing and bringing it near to them 


in the goſpel; manifeſt their firm belief of be 
record that Gop bath given of his Son, and ſet to 
their ſeal that be is true. They do, as it were, 
ſer the Amen of faith to the gracious declara- 


tion in the text, T heir righteouſneſs is of ne. 
More particularly, hence we may ſee, - © 


1. The duty of lyalifts and felf jafticiaries, 0 


who have hitherto been ſeeking to. Hal their 


bun righteouſneſs, to recommend themſelves to 


God, and procure a title to his favour, by their 
own duties and good works; which is, to forſake 
that unproſitable courſe,” to renounce all con- 


fidence in their own righteouſneſs, in their good 


works, nen damage 15 kind, 
n | and 


Mas xvi. 16. 


| 0 1 &c. 85 0 
ee eee of their juſtification be- 
fore Go? Should any aſk, To whom, or for 
whoſe benefit is the righteouſneſs of Ca isr re- 
veualed in the goſpel? We anſwer, Moſt cer- 
tainly for the benefit of thoſe to whom the goſ- 

pel is, according to his command, to be preach. 
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aut, and brought nean, as it ware, to their vary 
hand, in the diſpenſation of the goſpel. Who 
would chooſe to walk in à tattered garment, 


he has change of raiment, a rich and ſplendid 
robe, ſit to be wore at all times, and that will never 


| Sarch in the Lonp have I righteouſneſs. 


reren 3 


and clothe himſelf with filthy. rotten rags, when | 


wear out, provided for him and laid t his 


S 


him from the ſtorm of vindictive wrath, while 


5 hes e on my re af . 0er wer 


is exhibited for his uſe, in the word of the 


_ goſpel. Beware, O finger, of continuing thus 
to labour in vain, by weaving the /pider*s web, 
or ſeeking to clothe yourſelf with that Which 


cannot cover you, but will only defile you 


and expoſe your nakedneſs more and more. 


Be exhorted to receive, put on, and adorn your 


ſoul with that robe of righteouſneſs, and garevent 


of ſalvation, which is brought forth and pre- 
ſented to you in the goſpel. Hear what Gon 


ſays in the text, Their: righteouſneſs is of dr, and a 


let faith echo - to the encouraging declaration, 


2. Hence we may learn what is the duty 
of awakened and convinced ſinnets: it is, to 
| hearken to the voice of Gop who ſays, in 
the text, Their righteouſneſs is of me, This be- 
MO Wer mM ing 
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ing \defigned de the . infiruftion' end En r 
tagement of:Gnners ta whom the goſpel ſhould 
be prearlied; as well as for the comfort af 
belie vera, it is as if Goο ſnauld ſay to them, 
F vow wag ono JA are in 
_ *+.:yguriglecs,, from me vu may haue a per 
beck righteouſacſs, 6 righ ve way | 
+ ſufficienz far your juſtification. Be not: afro. | 
t only believe.” This righteouſneſa is ſublicient to = 
cover- their Gngy, however multiplied: however - 
aggravated z to hide all their ſpiritual. defor- 
mity and defilement. Conſider, ſinners, for your. 
| encouragement, that this righteouſneſs was pro- 
_ vided by Gop the Father, and wrought out 
by Gos the Son, for the benefit of ſuch as 
you are; not for the innocent, but for the 
guiliy; for thoſe that are obnoxious to the juſ- 
tice of Gop, and already condemned at the bar 
of his holy law z that it is a righteouſneſs which 
anſwers all the demands of law and juſtice 
a - righteouſneſs with which GOD is well 
| pleaſed; and a righteouſneſs which is brought. - 
near and freely offered to you in the goſpel. - 
Beware of neglecting your own mercy. Re- 
ceive the gift, the rich, ineſtimable and glori- 
ous gift, and praiſe the great, the gracious 
giver; who ſays in the text, Tower righteouſe - 
neſs 45 of ane. | | 
We thought to have addreſſed ourſelves in 
a few words to believers, who have an intereſt 
in that PO righteouſneſs ſpoko of! in W 
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4. Count of what has been the avowed dochrine of the - 
Church of England, and the Church of Scotland, evet 
ſince the Reformation, concerning the ſubject treated 


of in the foregoing Diſcourſe. This deſerves the more 


7 ſerious conſideration, us all who are admitted to exer- 
ciſe the oſſice of the miniſtry in both churebes, are, at 
beit entrance; into the miniſtry, fill required ſolemnly 
to declare their adherence to it, and becgme engaged 
to teach and maintain it, e e 

tote on that Head. N eln ie enen 


*4 


An 


The judgment of the Church of. England peng 


this matter, ig expreſſed briefly in the following terms. 


We are accounted. tightegus before Gop, only for 
the merit of our Lod and Saviour Ixus Car, 


Inn the Confeflion of Faith, emitted by the Church of | 
| Scotland, and authoriſed and ratified by the Three Ef- 
rates of the realm, Auguſt 17th, 15509. and eftabliſhed 
by AR of Parliament in the year 1567. as the Public 


2 by faith, and not for;our own Works, or deſeryings, 
„ Wherefore that we are juſtified by faith only, is a 
<. moſt wholeſome. doctrine, and full of comfort, as 
* more largely.is expreſſed * Homily of Tuſlifica- 


% tion.” ARTICLE, XI. 


and: avowed. confeſſion of Fuith of the Church of Scot- 
land, we haye the following words. 
„ The law of Gop, We confeſs and be it SEO 


«. moſt juſt, maſt equal, moſt, holy, and moſt perfect * 
„ commanding thoſe things, which, being wrought in 


<* perfection, were able to give life, and able to bring 
T man to eternal ſelicity: But our nature is ſo corrupt, 
5 ſo weak, and ſo imperſect, that we are never able 


GE e of che Law in | perfeQion 3 yea, 
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have no fin, even 
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* W 
ted, we 


5 ouſneſs) and ſatisfaction ; whb is:thenecompli 
of the Law, by whom we are ſet at this — 


à that the cutſe and malediction of Gop ſall nbt vpok 
 $,4084:4]beit:we- full/not-the ſadje-in all points. For 
Gon the Father bebolding us in the body of hib 
* Son Cunt” Ixsvs, accopteth our ImperfeQ obedi- 
. ezdee, as jt weite perfect; and edvers” our works; 
ſpots, with the juſtice 
* (righteouſneſs) of his ag hoon tet em- 
« ſelves of merits of their own wor- boaſt wem! 


wich are defilyd/wiity many: 


2 ſe}yes in that which is 'nought?” Au TIC XV. 
In the Confeſfon of 'Faith agteed upon by the % 


ae Divines at Nifminſtur, and approved by ati 
act of the General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, 


met at Zdinhurgh, Auguſt 27th, 164%. the ſume doc- 


une is tavght yet more cleatly nd fully.” "Their - 


words att as follow. Thoſe who Gob ade 
flecty jultiieth, not by jvfofing 
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1 "is not in us. And therefore it few us oy 
| d prehedd. Cale Jus, with his Juſtice, -(righ 


9 K & 


<«< righteouſneſs into them, but by parddning theit fins, 


and by accounting and accepting their petfotis as 


- 4 righteous : not for any thing wrought in tbem, 


« 22 by hem, but for Cyatir's" fake alone: not 
- imputing faith Itſelf, the a "of hiding, Say 
* 2 evangelical” bbedtence to them as theit righs 


« teouſneſs ; but by Iiputing tbe obediente and ſatis- 


« faction of Cttu sr unto" them, they receiving and 
« reſting on him and his tight66uſheſs'by faith 
e Faith, thus receiving and reſting on CMR 13 T and 
* his fighteouſneſs, is the alone inſtrutnent of Wall- 
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